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@ An optical exposure method in photo- 
lithography applied for precise processing 
when semiconductor devices are produced. A 
pattern on a photomask (307) is projected and 
exposed on a wafer (309) with an exposure 
device including an oblique illumination sys- 
tem, a photomask and a projection lens (308). 
The oblique illumination system is composed of 
a light source (301), an aperture plate (305) and 
a condenser lens (303). 

In one embodiment, the aperture plate has at 
least opening which is elongated in the direc- 
tion of elongation of elements of the mask 
pattern. Alternatively, an array of openings can 
be orientated according to the direction of elon- 
gation of elements of the mask pattern. The 
illumination can be linearly polarised in the 
direction of elongation of elements of the mask 
pattern. The disclosure includes a method for 
selecting the optimum fly's eye condenser pro- 
file. 
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The present invention relates to photolithography applied for precise processing when semiconductor de- 
vices are produced, and more particularly relates to an optical exposure method in photolithography. 

When semiconductor devices such as ultra-LSIs are highly integrated and precise processing is required, 
manufactures greatly rely on improvements in lithographic technology. Photolithography using light is suitable 
for mass production. Therefore, it is adopted for the economical reasons. 

In order to improve resolution in optical exposure technology, it is important to increase the numerical aper- 
ture (NA) and to reduce the wavelength of light generated by a light source. On the other hand, the focal depth 
rs reduced as NA is increased. Recently, a deformation illumination method (an oblique incident illumination 
method) improving the critical resolution and focal depth has been given attention (for example, shown in pages 
28 - 37 of "Nikkei Micro Device" No. 82, Aprfl, 1992). 

As holes in the diaphragm (the apertures) in the deformation illumination method, zonal holes and four 
holes symmetrical with respect to a point are well known. In a conventional illumination method, a ray of illu- 
mination light sent from a circular hole coinciding with an optical axis to a photomask (reticule) is vertically in- 
cident and an image is formed by three beams of light of 0, +1 , and -1 . However, in the deformation illumination 
method, the position of the diaphragm is shifted from the optical axis, so that illumination light sent from the 
hole is obliquely incident on the photomask, and image formation is conducted by two beams of light of 0 and 
+1 sent from the photomask. In a focal position, higher contrast can be provided by the conventional illumination 
method, however, in a defocal position, higher contrast can be provided by the deformation illumination meth- 
od, so that the focal depth and resolution can be considerably improved. 

In the conventional deformation illumination method, i.e., only fora simple line and space pattern, a pattern 
of the photomask is projected and exposed on a register with a diaphragm having the aforementioned general 
type of diaphragm holes. Accordingly, the illumination system does not meet the requirement of each pattern, 
so that the effect of oblique incidence of the deformation illumination method is not sufficient. 

Also, recently, a lithographic technology using a phase shift mask has been given attention, and the fol- 
lowing pattern forming method has been reported to be an effective technology: an unexposed portion (pat- 
tern) is used that is accompanied by a sharp decrease of optical intensity generated by a step portion (the 
phase of exposure light is changed by 180° by this step portion) of a phase shifter of a phase shift mask. 

However, when a pattern is formed by this technology, the unexposed portion (pattern) is formed in all 
step portions of the phase shifter. Therefore, in many applicable fields, it is necessary to provide a process to 
inhibit the formation of a pattern generated by the unexposed portion generated by an unnecessary step por- 
tion of the phase shifter. 

Therefore, the following techniques have been conventionally proposed to ease the sharp decrease of opt- 
ical intensity: another exposure mask is put on the unnecessary unexposed portion so as to conduct an ex- 
posure operation (double exposure); and a multi-shifter (step of 90°) is provided stepwise in a step portion of 
the phase shifter, the pattern formation of which is not necessary. 

However, in the double exposure method that has been conventionally proposed as a method to remove 
an unnecessary unexposed portion, it is necessary to manufacture a plurality of masks so as to conduct multi- 
exposure. Accordingly, it is necessary to increase the number of the mask manufacturing processes. On the 
other hand, it is also necessary to ensure an alignment of double exposure, so that the throughput is lowered. 

Moreover, when a multi-shifter is manufactured, complicated and difficult process technique is required in 
order to provide an optically accurate murti-shifter, and further a big problem is caused when a manufactured 
phase shift is inspected and corrected. 

In order to meet the demand of forming minute patterns, for example, attention is given to an oblique in- 
cidence illumination method disclosed in the official gazette of Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
2-142111 (1990). According to this method, a ray of light that is vertically incident on a lens is incident being 
oblique at a predetermined angle, so that focusing is conducted using interference of light 

However, in the aforementioned conventional method, the same light source is used for any device pat- 
terns without giving attention to the profile of the light source. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention there is provided optical exposure method by which a 
pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register on a base plate with an exposure device in- 
cluding a deformation illumination system composed of a light source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and 
also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein the optical exposure method uses a ray of linear 
light for illumination that is parallel with a photomask pattern in a position separate from an optical axis of the 
exposure device (or the optical exposure method uses two rays of linear light for illumination that are symmet- 
rical with respect to the optical axis) when the photomask pattern is a line and space pattern. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention there is provided optical exposure method, wherein 
the optical exposure method uses a ray of first linear light for illumination that is parallel with a f irst pattern 
portion in a position separate from the optical axis of the exposure system (or the optical exposure method 



057323 1A2_I_> 



N 



EP 0 573 281 A2 

uses two rays of first linear light for illumination that are parallel with the first pattern portion symmetrical with 
respect to the optical axis), the optical exposure method also uses a ray of second linear light for illumination 
that is parallel with a second pattern portion in a position separate from the optical axis of the exposure system 

5 (or the optical exposure method also uses two rays of second linear light for illumination that are parallel with 
the second pattern, two rays of second linear light being symmetrical with respect to the optical axis), when 
the first pattern portion of line and space, and the second pattern portion of similar line and space make a 
right angle with each other in the photomask pattern. 

Moreover, it is preferable to use an optical exposure method in which the first linear light and the second 

10 linear light are oblique by an angle 4> with respect to the optical axis in a position on the photomask, and an 
equation 2psin <|> = X is satisfied (where p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern on the projection sur- 
face, and X is a wavelength of light). 

According to a third aspect of the present invention there is provided an optical exposure method by which 
a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register on a base plate with an exposure device in- 

15 eluding a deformation illumination system composed of a light source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and 
also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein the optical exposure method uses a ray of first block 
light for illumination that is parallel with the bottom surface of the triangular wave in a position separate from 
the optical axis of the exposure device (or the optical exposure method uses two rays of first block light for 
illumination that are symmetrical with respect to the optical axis and parallel with the bottom surface of the 

20 triangular wave), and the optical exposure method also uses a ray of second block light for illumination that is 
perpendicular to the bottom surface of the triangular wave (or the optical exposure method also uses two rays 
of second block light for illumination that are symmetrical with respect to the optical axis and perpendicular to 
the bottom surface of the triangular wave), when the photomask pattern is a line and space pattern of a trian- 
gular shape, the bottom angle of which is 9. 

25 Moreover, it is preferable to adopt an optical exposure method in which the optical exposure method char- 

acterized in that: the first block light is oblique by an angle <|> x , with respect to the optical axis in a position on 
the photomask, an equation 2p sin 4> x = Xsin 6 being satisfied (p is a setting pitch of line and space pattern in 
a register, and X is a wavelength of light); the second block light is oblique by an angle <t>y with respect to the 
optical axis in a position on the photomask, an equation 2p sin <J>y = Xcos 8 being satisfied; and a ratio of the 

30 illumination area of the first block light to that of the second block light is sin 9: cos 6. 

In a preferred embodiment, the most appropriate illumination light shape and oblique incident angle <j> are 
set in accordance with each photomask pattern, so that the resolution and focal depth and improved for each 
pattern. Especially when the pitch of line and space of a photomask pattern is close to 1 :1 , the optical exposure 
method of the invention is especially effective. In this connection, a pattern of line and space corresponds to 

35 a plurality of linear shading (or transmission) stripes of a photomask that are disposed in parallel at regular 
intervals on a developed register pattern. 

In the aforementioned equation 2p sin $ = X, wavelength X becomes constant for g ray (434 nm), i ray (365 
nm) or excimer laser beam (254 nm for KeF excimer laser beam), and incident angle 4> is determined in accor- 
dance with pattern pitch width p. 

40 According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, there is provided a projection exposure method com- 

prising the steps of: 

irradiating an exposure mask with exposing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary 
direction in its section; and projecting the light transmitted through the exposure mask on a surface to be ex- 
posed, wherein exposure is carried out with exposure characteristics relying on a direction of the mask pattern 
45 of the exposure mask. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention there is provided a projection exposure method com- 
prising the steps of: 

irradiating a phase shift exposure mask with exposing light having an optical intensity distribution extending 
in a primary direction in its section; and projecting the light transmitted through the phase shift exposure mask 

so on a surface to be exposed, wherein exposure is carried out with exposure characteristics relying on a direction 
of the mask pattern of the phase shift exposure mask. Especially, an exposing process is adopted in which 
exposure is carried out with non-symmetrical exposure characteristics including one direction of a step in which 
an unexposed portion is formed having a sharp decrease of optical intensity caused close to an edge portion 
of the phase shifter of the phase shift exposure mask, and also including the other direction of a step in which 

55 an unexposed portion is not formed. 

It will thus be apparent that embodiments of the present invention may provide a projection exposure meth- 
od with a deformation illumination system optimal for a device pattern (photomask pattern). 

Embodiments may also provide a method by which an unnecessary unexposed portion can be easily re- 
moved without using the aforementioned multi-exposure method or relying on the technique in which the phase 
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tl^ln ^ k 9 IT I f ' S US6d ' in the Where 3 pattern is formed usi "9 the unexposed portion 
accompanied by a sharp decrease of optical intensity caused by a step portion of the phase shifter 

Embodiments may also provide an optimization method for a light source profile to obtain an optimal light 
source profile in accordance with a device pattern. 

th/teh-lT' e .K b0< !? 1 ? n ^u 8y feali2e a " ° PtiCal P r °i ection exposure in which resolving power can be provided 
that ts higher than that of the conventional phase shift mask or oblique incidence illumination 

For a better understanding of the invention and to show how the same may be carried into effect reference 
will now be made, by way of example, to the accompanying drawings, wherein- 

Fig. 1 1 is a schematic illustration of an exposure device of deformation illumination (oblique incidence illu- 
minstion ) , 

Fig. 2 is a partial plan view of a pattern of line and space; 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with two linear through-holes; 

F ?! \t {a) ' 4 i d) 3r ! 3 S6t ° f 9raphS Sh0wing the optical inten sity in perpendicular directions in accordance 
with the pattern of F,g. 2 on a projection surface when the diaphragm of Fig. 3 is used. Fig. 4(a) is a graph 
showing the optical intensity in the case where an image is in focus, Fig. 4(b) is a graph showing the optical 
intensity in the case where an image is out of focus, wherein the focus slippage is 0.5 urn Fig 4(c) is a 
graph showmg the optical intensity in the case where an image is out of focus, wherein the focus slippage 
is 1.0 urn and Fig. 4(d) is a graph showing the optical intensity in the case where an image is out of focus 
20 wherein the focus slippage is 1.5 urn; 

Figs. 5(a)-5(d) are a set of graphs showing the optical intensity in perpendicular directions on projection 
surfaces m accordance with the pattern of Fig. 2 when a conventional circular hole diaphragm is used 
Fig. 5(a) is a graph showing the optical intensity in the case where an image is in focus, Fig. 5(b) is a graph 
showing the optical intensity in the case where an image is out of focus, wherein the focus slippage is 0 5 
um. Fig. 5(c) is a graph showing the optical intensity in the case where an image is out of focus, wherein 
the focus slippage is 1.0 um, and Fig. 5(d) is a graph showing the optical intensity in the case where an 
image is out of focus, wherein the focus slippage is 1.5 um; 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with one linear through-hole; 

Fig^ 7 is a partial plan view of a combination pattern in which a pair of patterns are combined, wherein the 
30 patterns make a right angle with each other; 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with two pairs of parallel linear through-holes, wherein the 
pairs of parallel linear through-holes make a right angle with each other; 

Figs. 9(a)-9(f) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on the projection 
surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 7 when the diaphragm of Fig. 8 is used. In Fig 9(a) the 
optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal position (in focus) 
In F.g. 9(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus 
wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um. In Fig. 9(c). the optical intensity distribution is shown in' 
L u ' ma9e formation inducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage in 0.4 tun In 

Fig. 9(d). the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus 
wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 um. In Fig. 9(e). the optical intensity distribution is shown in' 
the case of image formation conducted in a position out of focus, wherein an amount of focus slippage is 
0.8 um. In Fig. 9(f), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted 
out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1 .0 um; 

Figs. 10(a)-10(f) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on the pro- 
jection surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 7 when a conventional circular diaphragm is used 
Fig. 10(a) !s a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted 
in a focal position (in focus). Fig. 10(b) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of 
image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um Fig 10(c) is a 
graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus 
wherein the amount of out of focus is 0.4 um. Fig. 1 0(d) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution" 
in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0 6 um 
Fig. 10(e) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted 
in a position out of focus, wherein an amount of focus slippage is 0.8 um. Fig. 10(f) is a graph showing the 
optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount 
of focus slippage is 1.0 um; 

other fe 3 Pla " V ' eW ° f 3 d ' aphra9m Drovided witn linear through-holes making a right angle with each 
Fig. 12 is a partial plan view of a triangular wave line and space pattern; 

Fig. 13 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with two pairs block through-holes, wherein each pair in- 
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eludes two block through-holes separate from an optical axis; 

Fig. 14 is a partial plan view of a triangular wave line and space pattern utilized in a DRAM activation region; 
Fig. 15 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with two pairs rectangular through-holes, wherein each pair 

5 includes two rectangular through-holes separate from an optical axis; 

Figs. 16(a)-16(c) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on a projec- 
tion surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 14 when the diaphragm of Fig. 15 is utilized. Fig. 16(a) 
is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted in a focal 
position (in focus). Fig. 16(b) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image for- 

10 mation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 urn. Fig. 16(c) is a graph show- 

ing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the 
amount of focus slippage is 0.4 u,m; 

Figs. 17(a)-17(d) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on a projec- 
tion surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 14 when the diaphragm of Fig. 15 is used. Fig. 17(a) 

15 is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, 

wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 u.m. Fig. 17(b) is a graph showing the optical intensity distrib- 
ution in the case of image formation conducted in a position out of focus, wherein an amount of focus slip- 
page is 0.8 u.m. Fig. 1 7(c) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation 
conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.0 |im. Fig. 17(d) is a graph showing the 

20 optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount 

of focus slippage is 1.2 u/n; 

Fig. 1 8 is a plan view of a diaphragm provided with a through-hole corresponding to a conventional circular 
hole; 

Figs. 19(a)-19(c) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on a projec- 

25 tion surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 14 when the conventional diaphragm of Fig. 19 is used. 

Fig. 19(a) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted 
in a focal position. Fig. 19(b) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image for- 
mation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 jim. Fig. 19(c) is a graph show- 
ing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the 

30 amount of focus slippage is 0.4 (am; 

Figs. 20(a)-20(d) are a set of graphs showing three dimensional optical intensity distributions on a projec- 
tion surface in accordance with the pattern of Fig. 14 when the conventional diaphragm of Fig. 19 is used. 
Fig. 20(a) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted 
out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 \im. Fig. 20(b) is a graph showing the optical 

35 intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus 

slippage is 0.8 pm. Fig. 20(c) is a graph showing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image for- 
mation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1 .0 ^m. Fig. 20(d) is a graph show- 
ing the optical intensity distribution in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the 
amount of focus slippage is 1.2 \irc\\ 

40 Fig. 21 is a plan view showing a diaphragm provided with two sets of block through- holes separate from 

an optical axis; 

Fig. 22 is a sectional view schematic of a fly-eye lens and a liquid crystal plate diaphragm; 
Fig. 23 is a schematic illustration of an optical projection exposure device of deformation illumination sys- 
tem; 

45 Fig. 24 is a plan view of a deformation illumination diaphragm provided with 4 holes; 

Fig. 25 is a partial plan view of a line pattern of a photomask; 

Fig. 26 is a partial plan view of a register line pattern provided by a conventional optical projection exposure 
device; 

Fig. 27 is a partial plan view of a register line pattern in the deformation illumination system; 
so Fig. 28 is a schematic illustration showing a relation between a photomask and a diaphragm in the case 

of incident light of three directions in the deformation illumination system; 

Fig. 29 is a schematic illustration showing a relation between a photomask and a diaphragm in the case 
of incident light of two directions (in the case of excellent resolution) in the deformation illumination system; 
Fig. 30 is a partial plan view schematic of a pattern in a DRAM (dynamic random access memory); 
55 Fig. 31 is partial plan view schematic of a pattern in an activation region of a DRAM; 

Fig. 32 is a plan view showing a configuration of common illumination; 
Fig. 33 is a plan view showing a conf iguration of division illumination; 

Figs. 34(a) and 34(b) are plan views showing the rotation of division illumination in the case where they 
do not make a right angle with each other; 
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Fig^35 is a schematic illustration showing the structure of a projection exposure device used for the pro- 
jection exposure method; ^ 

Figs^ 36(a) and 36(b) are schematic illustrations of the diaphragm of the projection exposure device used 
for the projection exposure method; 

Fig. 37 is an optical intensity distribution diagram of exposure light transmitted through the phase shifter 
step portion parallel with the primary direction of the exposure light; 

Fig. 38 is an optical intensity distribution diagram of exposure light transmitted through the phase shifter 
step portion perpendicular to the primary direction of the exposure light; 

Figs. 39(a) and 39(b) are schematic illustrations of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 8- 

Figs. 40(a) and 40(b) are schematic views of a pattern showing the effect of the embodiment 8- 

Figs 41(a) and 41(b) are schematic illustrations of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 9- 

Fig. 42 is a schematic illustration of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 10 

Figs. 43(a) to 43(c) are schematic illustrations of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 11- 

Fig. 44 is a schematic illustration of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 12 

Fig. 45 is a view showing the principle of the optimization method for a light source profile of the embodi- 

ment 13; 

Fig. 46 is a flow chart showing an outline of processing of the embodiment 13; 

Fig. 47 is a flow chart showing primary processing of the embodiment 1 3; 

Fig. 48 is a view showing an example of the optimized light source profile' of the embodiment 13 

Fig. 49 is a view showing an example of the optimized light source profile of the embodiment 13 ! 

Fig^ 50 is a set of views showing pattern images for each focal position obtained by the light source shown 

in Fig. 48; 

Fig 51 is a set of views showing pattern images for each focal position obtained by the light source shown 
in rig. 49; 

Fig. 52 is a flow chart showing primary processing of the embodiment 14; 

Figs. 53(a) and 53(b) are views showing examples of mask patterns; 

Fig. 54 is a set of views showing spectral distributions of the pattern shown in Fig 53(a)- 

Fig. 55 is a set of views showing spectral distributions of the pattern shown in Fig. 53(b)- 

Fig. 56 is a view showing examples of a conventional light source profile; 

Fig^ 57 is a set of views showing pattern images for each focal position obtained by the light source shown 
in Fig. 56; 

Figs. 58(a)-58(f) are a set of views showing pattern images for each focal position obtained by the lioht 
source shown in Fig. 56; ' a 

Fig. 59 is a perspective view for explaining an outline of projection exposure according to the embodiment 

15; 

Fig. 60 is a schematic illustration showing a profile of an experimental pattern of exposure of the embodi- 
ment shown in Fig. 59; 

Figs. 61(a) and 61(b) are schematic views showing experimental results; 

Fig. 62 is a perspective view for explaining projection exposure of the embodiment 16; 

Figs. 63(a)-63(d) are a set of schematic illustrations for explaining a exposure technique'in which the phase 

difference is utilized; 

Figs. 64(a) and 64(b) are a pair of diagrams showing an outline of a phase shift mask; 

Figs. 65(a) and 65(b) are a pair of diagrams showing an outline of oblique incidence illumination exposure; 

Figs. 66(a) and 66(b) are a pair of diagrams showing an outline of the difference of image formation ca- 
pacity caused by polarization. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to Figs. 1 through 22, the first aspect of the present invention wRI now be explained in detail 
with embodiments and comparative examples. 

Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration of an exposure device (stepper). The exposure device comprises: a de- 
formation fllum.naton system 4 including a light source 1 composed of a mercury lamp (excimer laser), a dia- 
phragm 2 provided with a through-hole, and a condenser lens 3; a photomask (reticule) 5 having a predeter- 
mined pattern; a projection lens 6; and a registerfilm (projection surface) 7 coated on a base plate. This struc- 
ture is the same as that of a conventional exposure device, and only a configuration of the through-hole of 
the diaphragm 2 .s different from that of the conventional exposure device. In this connection, a compound 
eye condenser lens (fly eye lens) may be provided between the light source 1 and the diaphragm 2 in the same 
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manner as the conventional exposure device. 

In this embodiment, the configuration of the light source is determined by the configuration of the dia- 
phragm through-hole. However, the individual single eyes may be disposed to be a target configuration of the 

5 light source using a fly eye lens. In order to change the light source configuration in accordance with the object 
of use, in the case where a diaphragm is used, the diaphragm may be replaced with another one having a 
through-hole of different configuration. Alternatively, the individual single eyes 51a to 51f of the fly eye lens 
51 (Fig. 2) may be provided with opening and closing function. For example, a liquid crystal plate 52 is disposed 
at the exit or entrance of the single eye of the fly eye lens, and voltage is impressed upon an electrode 53 

10 located in a position corresponding to the single eye so that the light can be transmitted or not. 

Embodiment 1 

Aline and space pattern 13 composed of opaque stripes 11 and transmitting stripes 12 shown in Fig. 2 is 

15 formed on the photomask 5 by a conventional method. The photomask 5 is made when a chrome shading film 
of this pattern is provided on a quartz glass plate. Pitch A of the line and space corresponds to setting pitch 
p of the register pattern to be obtained. In order to provide illumination as shown in Fig. 3, two linear through- 
holes (or light transmission apertures) 16 are formed in the diaphragm 15 in parallel with each other, wherein 
the two linear through-holes 16 are disposed symmetrically with respect to an optical axis of the exposure de- 

20 vice. Consequently, two slits are formed in the shading diaphragm, so that the light emitted from the light 
source 1 passes through these slits and is incident on the condenser lens 3. In this connection, the diaphragm 
15 is disposed so that these linear through-holes 16 can be in parallel with the line and space pattern 13 of 
the photomask. Then, the photomask 5 is illuminated with light sent from the condenser lens 3, wherein the 
incident angle of light is «|>. In this case, the incident angle is an angle formed between the light and the optical 

25 axis of the exposure device in a position on the photomask. Next, the diffraction light of 0 and +1 orders sent 
from the photomask 5 is projected on the projection lens 6, and the diffraction light is collected by the lens, 
so that a pattern image is formed on the register film 7 on the projection surface. The pattern 1 3 of the pho- 
tomask 5 is projected and exposed on the register film 7 on a base plate of a semiconductor wafer, and then 
the projected image is developed so as to obtain a register pattern. 

30 In the case where optical exposure was conducted under the following conditions, optical intensity in a 

direction perpendicular to the line and space pattern is shown in Figs. 4(a) to 4(d), wherein the projection sur- 
face of the register film is located in a focal position of the projection lens or in a position shifted from the focal 
position (defocus). 



35 


Wavelength (X) of light source 


i ray (0.365 um) 




Numerical aperture of lens (NA) 


0.5 




Coherence factor (a) 


0.5 


40 


Setting pitch (p) of line and space 


0.35 um 




Incident angle ($) 


31.4° 



(calculated from 2 x 0.35 x sin 4 = 0.365) 
In Fig. 4(a), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal position (in 
focus). In Fig. 4(b), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein 
the amount of defocus is 0.5 urn. In Fig. 4(c), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation 
conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of defocus is 1.0 um. In Fig. 4(d), the optical intensity is shown 
in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of defocus is 1 .5 um. As can be 
seen in Figs. 4(a) to 4(d), the profiles of optical intensity are approximately the same, and the focal depth is 
large. 

As a comparative example, optical exposure was conducted with the same optical exposure device using 
a conventional circular diaphragm (a = 0.5). The optical intensity on the projection surface on the register film 
in the focal and non-focal positions are shown in Figs. 5(a) to (d). 

In Fig. 5(a), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal position (in 
focus). In Fig. 5(b), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein 
the amount of focus slippage is 0.5 um. In Fig. 5(c), the optical intensity is shown in the case of image formation 
conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.0 um. In Fig. 5(d), the optical intensity is 
shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.5 urn. 
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As can be seen in Figs. 5(a) to 5(d), concerning the profile of optical intensity, the larger the amount of focal 
slippage is, the smaller the contrast of optical intensity becomes, so that the resolution is deteriorated Nat- 
urally, the focal depth is smaller than that of the device according to the above described embodiment 

Embodiment 2 

In the above-mentioned embodiment, the optical exposure device and the photomask 5 of embodiment 1 
were used. In the embodiment 2, the diaphragm was replaced with a diaphragm 17 shown in Fig. 6 wherein 
the number of the linear through-holes 16 was one. The diaphragm 17 was disposed so that the linear'through- 
hole 16 could be parallel with the pattern 13 of the line and space of the photomask. In this case the light 
emitted from the light source 1 passed through the linear through-hole 16, and was incident on the condenser 
lens 3, so that the photomask 5 was illuminated with the light, the incident angle of which was <f> Next the 
diffraction light of 0 and +1 orders sent from the photomask 5 was projected on the projection lens 6 and the 
diffraction light was collected by the lens, so that a pattern image was formed on the register film 7 on the 
projection surface. The pattern 13 of the photomask 5 was projected and exposed on the register film 7, and 
then the projected image was developed so as to obtain a register pattern. In the case of embodiment 1 the 
photomask was illuminated with light from both the right and left, however, in the case of embodiment 2 the 
photomask was illuminated with light in one direction. Therefore, as compared with the results of embodiment 
1, the pattern profile was more deteriorated by the slippage of focus. However, as compared with the afore- 
mentioned comparative example, the focal depth was large and resolution was high. 

Embodiment 3 

A pattern 23 was formed on the photomask 5 by a well known method as shown in Fig. 7, wherein the 
pattern 23 was composed of a square shading region 21 in which squares were cyclically disposed at regular 
intervals, and a through-hole region 22 surrounding the square shading region 21. In this pattern 23, the line 
and space pattern shown in Fig. 2 and the same line and space pattern disposed perpendicular to it are com- 
bined. Pitch A of the line and space (the interval of the width of the shading region 21) corresponds to setting 
pitch p of the line and space of the register pattern to be obtained. In order to provide illumination as shown 
in Figure 8, two linear through-holes 25, which are the same as those of embodiment 1, are formed in the 
diaphragm 24 in parallel with each other, wherein the two linear through-holes 25 are disposed symmetrically 
with respect to an optical axis of the optical exposure device. Moreover, two linear through-holes 26 perpen- 
dicular to these linear through-holes 25 are disposed in parallel with each other symmetrically with the optical 
axis. The two linear through-holes 25 compose the first linear light, and another pair of linear through-holes 
26 compose the second linear light, and these two pairs of through-holes 25 and 26 are disposed in the same 
position when one of them is rotated around the optical axis by angle 90°. Accordingly, four slits are formed 
in the shading diaphragm, and the light emitted from the light source 1 passes through these slits and is incident 
on the condenser lens 3. In this connection, the diaphragm 24 is disposed so that these linear through-holes 
25 and 26 can be in parallel with the line and space pattern 23 of the photomask. Then, the photomask 5 is 
illuminated with light sent from the condenser lens 3, wherein the incident angle of light is <|>. In this case the 
incident angle is an angle formed between the light and the optical axis of the exposure device in a position 
on the photomask. Next, the diffraction light of 0 and +1 orders sent from the photomask 5 is projected on the 
projection lens 6, and the diffraction light is collected by the lens, so that a pattern image is formed on the 
register film 7 on the projection surface. The pattern 23 of the photomask 5 is projected and exposed on the 
register film 7 on a base plate of a semiconductor wafer, and then the projected image is developed so as to 
obtain a register pattern. 

An exposure simulation was carried out with the exposure device of embodiment 1 under the following 
conditions, wherein the projection surface of the registerf 3m was disposed in a focal position of the projection 
lens and also disposed in a position out of focus. The three dimensional optical intensity distribution is shown 
in Figs. 9(a) to 9(f) illustrated with equal intensity lines. 
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Wavelength (X) of light source 


i ray (0.365 um) 


Numerical aperture of lens (NA) 


0.5 


Coherence factor (a) 


0.5 


Setting pitch (p) of line and space 


0.35 jim 


Incident angle (4>) 


31.4° 



10 

(calculated from 2 x 0.35 x sin § = 0.365) 
In Fig. 9(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal 
position (in focus). In Fig. 9(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation con- 
ducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um. In Fig. 9(c), the optical intensity distribution 

*s is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.4 
um. In Fig. 9(d), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, 
wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 um. In Fig. 9(e), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the 
case of image formation conducted in a position out of focus, wherein an amount of focus slippage is 0.8 um. 
In Fig. 9(f), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, 

20 wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1 .0 um. As can be seen in Figs. 9(a) to (f), the profiles of optical intensity 
distributions are approximately the same, and the focal depth is large. 

As a comparative example, exposure was conducted with the same exposure device using a conventional 
circular diaphragm (a = 0.5). The optical intensity distribution on the projection surface on the register film in 
the focal and non-focal positions are shown in Figs. 10(a) to (f). 

25 in Fig. 10(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal 

position (in focus). In Fig. 10(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation con- 
ducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um. In Fig. 10(c), the optical intensity distrib- 
ution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage 
is 0.4 um. In Fig. 10(d), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted 

30 out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 um. In Fig. 10(e), the optical intensity distribution is 
shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.8 um. 
In Fig. 10(f), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus;* 
wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.0 um. As can be seen in Figs. 10(a) to 10(f), the more the focus 
slippage is increased, the more gentle the difference of optical intensity distribution becomes, and the distrib- 

35 ution spreads to the non-exposure portion, so that the contrast of optical intensity distribution is reduced and 
the resolution is deteriorated. Naturally, the focal depth is smaller than that of the device of the present in- 
vention. 

Embodiment 4 

40 

In this embodiment, the optical exposure device and the photomask 5 of embodiment 3 were used, but 
the diaphragm was replaced with a diaphragm 27 shown in Fig. 11, wherein the number of the linear through- 
holes 25 and 26 was two. The diaphragm 27 was disposed so that the linear through-holes 25 and 26, which 
made a right angle with each other, could be disposed in parallel with the pattern 23 of the square shading 

45 region 21 on the photomask in which squares were cyclically disposed at regular intervals. In this case, the 
light emitted from the light source 1 passed through the linear through-holes 25 and 26, and was incident on 
the condenser lens 3, so that the photomask 5 was illuminated with the light, the incident angle of which was 
Next, the diffraction light of 0 and +1 orders sent from the photomask 5 is projected on the projection lens 
6 ? and the diffraction light is collected by the lens, so that a pattern image is formed on the register film 7 on 

50 t he projection surface. The pattern 1 3 of the photomask 5 is projected and exposed on the register film 7, and 
then the projected image is developed so as to obtain a register pattern. In the case of embodiment 3. the 
photomask was illuminated with light from both the right and left, however, in the case of embodiment 4, the 
photomask was illuminated with light in one direction. Therefore, as compared with the results of embodiment 
3, the pattern profile was more deteriorated by the slippage of focus. However, as compared with the afore- 

55 mentioned comparative example, the focal depth is large and the resolution is high. 

In embodiments 1 to 4 t a ray of light passes through a linear through-hole in which the width of the slit is 
selected from 5 to 10 mm. Therefore, when the slit is too narrow, an amount of light (that is, cr) is reduced so 
that the exposure time is extended. When the slit is too wide, noise components pass through the slit, so that 
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sufficient effect cannot be provided. Preferably, the slit is 5 to 10 mm wide. 



Embodiment 5 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



A pattern 33 of line and space composed of shading stripes 31 , the bottom angle of which is 6 as shown 
in Fig. 12, and also composed of through-hole stripes 32, is formed on the photomask 5 by a well known meth- 
od. Pitch A of the line and space corresponds to setting pitch p of the line and space of a register pattern to 
be obtained. In order to provide illumination of the present invention, as shown in Fig. 1 3, the first block through- 
holes 35 of the same configuration as the diaphragm 34, the number of which is two, are formed in a position 
separate from the optical axis of the exposure device, wherein the first block through-holes 35 are disposed 
in parallel with the longitudinal direction of the stripe symmetrically with respect to the optical axis. Moreover, 
the second block through-holes 36 of the same configuration, the number of which is two, are formed in a 
positron separate from the optical axis of the exposure device, wherein the second block through-holes 36 are 
disposed in parallel with the longitudinal direction of the stripe symmetrically with respect to the optical axis 
(that is, four through-holes are provided in total). The two block through-holes 35 compose the first block of 
light and another pair of block through-holes 36 compose the second block of light. The areas of these through- 
holes are set so that a ratio of the illumination area of the first block light to that of the second block light can 
be sin 9:cos 9. The configuration of each block through-hole is either rectangular, circular, oval, lozenge-shaped 
or triangular, and the necessary through-hole area must be ensured. Accordingly, four through-holes are 
formed in the shading diaphragm, and a ray of light emitted from the light source 1 passes through these 
through-holes, and is incident on the condenser lens 3. Illumination is conducted on the photomask 5 by the 
light passing through the condenser lens 3, wherein the incident angle of the block through-hole 35 is <(> x , and 
the incident angle of the block through-hole 35 is ^ In this case, these incident angles are defined as an angle 
formed between the ray of light and the optical axis of the optical exposure device. Concerning incident angle 
♦* an equation 2p-sin 4> x = Xsin 6 is satisfied (where p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern, and A is 
a wavelength of light) Concerning incident angle ^ an equation 2p-sin *y = Xcos 8 is satisfied. Next the dif- 
fraction light of 0 and +1 orders sent from the photomask 5 is projected on the projection lens 6, and the dif- 
fraction light is collected by the lens, so that a pattern image is formed on the register film 7 on the projection 
surface. The pattern 33 of the photomask 5 is projected and exposed on the register film 7 on a base plate of 
a semiconductor wafer, and then the projected image is developed so as to obtain a register pattern. 

In the case of a triangular wave stripe-shaped pattern 38 utilized in a DRAM activation region shown in 
Fig. 14, the photomask block through-holes 39 and 40 shown in Fig. 15 are adopted, and then optical exposure 
simulation is carried out under the following conditions. The projection surface is set at a focal position and at 
a position out of focus. In this way, three dimensional optical intensity distributions expressed by equal intensity 
lines are provided that are shown in Figs. 16(a) to 16(c) and Figs. 17(a) to 17(d). 



40 



45 



50 



55 



Setting pitch (p) of line and space 


0.35 urn 


Bottom angle (9) of triangular wave stripe 


i ray (0.365 urn) 


Numerical aperture of lens (NA) 


0.5 


Coherence factor (cr) 


0.5 


Incident angle (<y of block through-hole 39 


74.8° 


Incident angle (<j>y) of block through-hole 40 


26.8° 


Ratio of the area of block through-hole 39 and that of block-through hole 39 


0.5:0.866 



In Fig. 16(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal 
position (in focus). In Fig. 16(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation con- 
ducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um. In Fig. 16(c), the optical intensity distrib- 
ution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of out of focus is 
0.4 um. In Fig. 17(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out 
of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 um. In Fig. 17(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown 
in the case of image formation conducted in a position out of focus, wherein an amount of focus slippage is 
0.8 um. In Fig. 17(c), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out 
of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1 .0 um. In Fig. 1 7(d), the optical intensity distribution is shown 
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in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.2 u.m. As 
can be seen in Figs. 16 and 17, the profiles of optical intensity distributions are approximately the same when 
the focal slippage is not more than 1.0 u.m, and the focal depth is large. 

5 As a comparative example, optical exposure was conducted with the same optical exposure device using 

a conventional circular diaphragm (a = 0.5) provided with a conventional circular hole 41 shown in Fig. 18. The 
optical intensity distribution on the projection surface in the focal and non-focal positions are shown in Figs. 
19(a) to 19(c) and in Figs. 20(a) to 20(d). 

In Fig. 19(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted in a focal 

10 position (in focus). In Fig. 19(b), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation con- 
ducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.2 um. In Fig. 19(c), the optical intensity distrib- 
ution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage 
is 0.4 jim. In Fig. 20(a), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted 
out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.6 um. In Fig. 20(b), the optical intensity distribution is 

15 shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 0.8 urn. 
In Fig. 20(c), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the case of image formation conducted out of focus, 
wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.0 um. In Fig. 20(d), the optical intensity distribution is shown in the 
case of image formation conducted out of focus, wherein the amount of focus slippage is 1.2 um. As can be 
seen in Figs. 19 and 20, the more the focus slippage is increased, the more gentle the difference of optical 

20 intensity distribution becomes, and the distribution spreads to the non-exposure portion, so that the contrast 
of optical intensity distribution is reduced and the resolution is deteriorated. Naturally, the focal depth is smaller 
than that of the device of the present invention. 

Embodiment 6 

25 

In this embodiment, the optical exposure device and photomask 5 of embodiment 5 are used, but the dia- 
phragm is replaced with a diaphragm 45 provided with block through-holes 35 and 36, each number of which 
is respectively one. The diaphragm 45 is disposed so that the block through-hole 35 can be parallel with the 
bottom surface of the triangular wave of the triangular wave stripe, and so that the block through-hole 36 can 

30 make a right angle with the bottom surface of the triangular wave. In this case, the light emitted from the light 
source 1 passes through the block through- holes 35 and 36, and is incident on the condenser lens 3, so that 
the photomask 5 is illuminated with the light, the incident angle of which is 4> x and ((y Next, the diffraction light 
of 0 and +1 orders sent from the photomask 5 is projected on the projection lens 6, and then the diffraction 
light is collected by the lens, so that a pattern image is formed on the register film 7 on the projection surface. 

35 The pattern 33 of the photomask 5 is projected and exposed on the register film 7, and then the projected 
image is developed so as to obtain a register pattern. In the case of embodiment 5, the photomask was illu- 
minated with light from both the right and left, however, in the case of embodiment 6, the photomask was il- 
luminated with light in one direction. Therefore, as compared with the results of embodiment 5, the pattern 
profile was more deteriorated by the slippage of focus. However, as compared with the aforementioned conv 

40 parative example, the focal depth is large and resolution is high. 

As explained above, according to the optical exposure method of the above-mentioned embodiments 1- 
6, the optimal deformation illumination system (configuration of the light source) is adopted in accordance with 
a pattern to be obtained, and the advantages of oblique incidence (improvements in focal depth and resolution) 
can be effectively utilized, thus contributing to improvements in lithographic technology. 

45 Referring now to Figs. 23 through 34, a further aspect of the present invention will now be explained in 

detail with reference to prior art and the embodiment 7. 

Embodiment 7 

so In Fig. 23, an optical projection exposure device of deformation illumination known in the prior art com- 

prises: an illumination system 103 including a light source 135, condenser 1 36, fly eye lens 101 and illumination 
lens 102; a photomask 104 provided with a predetermined pattern 110; a projection lens 105; and a base plate 
1 06 provided with a register layer, wherein, for example, a diaphragm (referred to as a deformation illumination 
diaphragm, hereinafter) 107 is disposed between the light source 136 and the photomask 104, and the center 

55 of the diaphragm is shaded and through-holes are provided in the positions separate from the optical axis. 
The deformation illumination diaphragm 107 is disposed between the light source and the lens 102. As a con- 
figuration of the hole formed in the deformation illumination diaphragm (aperture) 107, zonal holes or four holes 
108 (shown in Fig. 24) symmetrical with respect to a point are conventionally known. 

In the case where a pattern of the photomask 103 is formed, for example, in the case where a pattern 
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shown in Fig. 25 is formed in which a horizontal portion 111A, vertical portion 111B and oblique portion 111C 
are included and in which the line and space is made minute so as to be a value about 0.3 um, the resolution 
can not be improved (the resolution is low) and the aforementioned portions become one heavy register layer 
5 line 112 as shown in Fig. 26 when the register layer is exposed and developed by an optical projection exposure 
method in which a conventional illumination shown in Fig. 32 is used. In the case where a register layer on 
the base plate is exposed by the optical projection exposure method of deformation illumination method in 
which the 4 division deformation illumination 133 shown in Fig. 33 is used, and in this time the deformation 
illumination elements 132 are disposed and developed so that a line connecting two illumination elements, the 

w distance of which is the shortest can be parallel or vertical to a direction of the pattern line in the drawing. 
Then, the parallel and vertical pattern line portions 113Aand 11 3B in the drawing are formed to be a thin reg- 
ister layer line as shown in Fig. 27, however, the oblique pattern line portion 113C is integrated and formed to 
be a thick register layer line. 

The reason why resolution failure is caused in a portion of the register pattern as described above is as 

15 follows: as shown in Fig. 28, the illumination light (113A, 113B and 113C) incident on the oblique portion 111C 
of the photomask 104 is essentially sent from the elements 132 of the deformation illumination 133 in three 
directions. The reason why minute resolution can be provided is as follows: as shown in Fig. 29, the illumination 
light (114A and 114B) incident on the horizontal portion 111A(orthe vertical portion 111B)of the photomask 
104 is essentially sent from the elements 132 of the deformation illumination 133 in two directions. 

20 Consequently, as long as the deformation illumination diaphragm including 4 holes is fixed, the illumination 

system is not adapted to each pattern configuration. Therefore, the effect of oblique incidence of the defor- 
mation illumination method can not be suff icently exerted. 

It will thus be apparent that embodiments may provide a projection exposure method by which exposure 
is conducted with a deformation illumination system and division illumination system optimal for a device pat- 

25 tern (photomask pattern) in the case where four division deformation illumination is utilized. 

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention there is provided an optical projection exposure method 
by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register on a base plate with an exposure 
device including a deformation illumination system, a photomask and a projection lens, wherein a deformation 
illumination having four components disposed symmetrically with respect to an optical axis is used for the de- 

30 formation illumination system, and the deformation illumination is rotated so as to conduct exposure in accor- 
dance with a direction is rotated so as to conduct exposure in accordance with a direction of a line of the pattern 
of the photomask. 

In an embodiment of the sixth aspect, the deformation illumination is rotated and disposed so that a line 
to connect two elements located in the shortest distance among four elements in the deformation illumination 

35 can be parallel or vertical to the line direction of the pattern. 

For each pattern the resolution of which is to be improved, the 4 division deformation illumination is rotat- 
ably disposed so that oblique incident light of two directions can be provided with respect to the longitudinal 
direction of the line of the pattern. 

Referring to the attached drawings, the present embodiment will be explained in detail. 

40 As shown in Fig. 30, a pattern arrangement in a DRAM (dynamic random access memory) includes an 

activation region 121, bit line 122, word line 123, and accumulation capacitor 1 24. A register pattern correspond- 
ing to each pattern is exposed by the optical projection exposure device (stepper) shown in Fig. 23. For the 
deformation illumination of the exposure device, the 4 division light source shown in Fig. 33 is used. The de- 
formation light source can be provided, for example, in the following manner a diaphragm 107 shown in Fig. 

45 24 in which 4 holes are formed is disposed behind the fly eye lens 101. 

Only the pattern of the activation region 121 is a repeated pattern, and this is also a chrome pattern of 
the photomask. This pattern 121 is obliquely extended on the drawing, and the deformation illumination 133 
is rotated and disposed so that a line to connect two elements located in the shortest distance among four 
elements 132 in the deformation illumination 133 can be parallel or vertical to the line direction of the pattern. 

so In the case where the diaphragm 107 is used, only the diaphragm may be rotated. This is accomplished by 
adopting a case of the arrangement of the deformation illumination 132 shown in Fig. 28. This method can be 
also applied to a case in which oblique patterns do not make a right angle with each other as shown in Fig. 
34. In this case, the deformation illumination 133 is rotated so that a line to connect two elements located in 
the shortest distance among four elements 1 32 in the deformation illumination 1 33 can coincide wit h the center 

55 line of the direction in which two oblique patterns are extended. When the deformation illumination is rotated, 
resolution improvement effect for the patterns extending horizontally and vertically is decreased, however, in 
the activation region of DRAM shown in Fig. 30, the horizontal and vertical patterns are disposed in a region 
except for a cell. The pattern provided in a region except for the cell is designed to be larger than that provided 
in a mole portion. Therefore, even when the resolution improvement effect is decreased, no problems are 
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caused. 

The patterns of the bit line 122, word line 123 and accumulation capacitor 124 are extended horizontally 
or vertically on the drawing. The bit line 122 is an approximately horizontal line pattern, the word line 123 is a 

5 vertical line pattern, and the accumulation capacitor 124 is a rectangular pattern, the longitudinal direction of 
which is vertical. In this case, the deformation illumination 133 shown in Fig. 29 is disposed so that a line to 
connect two elements located in the shortest distance among four elements 132 in the deformation illumination 
133 can be parallel or vertical to the direction of the line. When the disposition of the deformation illumination 
is changed, it can be rotated around the optical axis by angle 45°. 

10 In any cases, a pattern can be obtained under the following conditions: i rays (wavelength X = 0.365 u.m) 

are used; a projection lens, the numerical aperture (NA) of which is 0.5, is used; and the resolution of line and 
space is 0.3 p,m. 

As explained above, according to the embodiment of the optical projection exposure method of deforma- 
tion illumination system of the present invention, the optimal exposure is carried out in accordance with the 
is pattern profile so that a register pattern (a predetermined device pattern) of improved resolution can be pro- 
vided. 

Fig. 35 is a schematic illustration showing the structure of a projection exposure device used for the pro- 
jection exposure method of the present invention. In this drawing, numeral 201 is a disk-shaped light source, 
numeral 202 is an optical axis, numeral 203 is a diaphragm, numeral 204 is an aperture, numeral 205 is a phase 
20 shift mask, numeral 206 is a phase shifter, numeral 207 is a projection lens system, and numeral 208 is a sur- 
face to be exposed. In this projection exposure device, exposure light having an optical intensity distribution 
of a primary direction is formed by using the diaphragm 203 having a plurality of apertures disposed below 
the disk-shaped light source 1 being separated from the optical axis 202. 

Exposure light transmitted through the aperture 204 of the diaphragm 203 is irradiated on the shift mask 
25 (exposure mask) 205, and the exposure light transmitted through the phase shift mask 205 is converged by 
the projection lens system 207 and projected on the surface 208 to be exposed. 

The projection exposure method of this embodiment is characterized in the configuration of the optical 
intensity distribution on a section of the exposure light. 

Figs. 36(a) and 36(b) are schematic illustrations showing the structure of the diaphragm of the projection 
30 exposure device used for the projection exposure method. 

Like parts are identified by the same reference character in each of Figs. 35, 36(a) and 36(b). 

The diaphragm 203 shown in Fig. 36(a) is an example provided with the aperture 204 formed by the chords 
and arcs of one circle. The diaphragm 203 shown in Fig. 36(b) is an example in which circular apertures 204 
are symmetrically formed on both sides of the optical axis. 
35 A configuration of the optical intensity distribution on a section of light transmitted through the diaphragm 

203 having these apertures 204 has a pattern that is wide in the direction of X (the primary direction) and nar- 
row in the direction of Y (the direction perpendicular to the primary direction). 

As an example of the diaphragm of the projection exposure device of the present invention. Figs. 36(a) 
and 36(b) are shown here. When the optical intensity distribution of X direction (the primary direction) and that 
40 of Y direction are different on the section of exposure light transmitted through the apertures, the object of 
the present invention can be accomplished. Therefore, the aforementioned apertures may be replaced with 
slit-shaped apertures, or a plurality of apertures may be provided. Moreover, a plurality of oblique apertures 
forming an appropriate angle with respect to the aforementioned primary direction may be provided. 

When the exposure light, in which the optical intensity distribution of X direction (the primary direction) on 
45 a section and that of Y direction are different from each other, is irradiated on a phase shift mask having a 
phase shift of 180°, the exposure light is transmitted through a portion close to the step portions of X and Y 
directions of the phase shifter, and then converged by the projection lens system, so that the exposure light 
characteristics of the pattern projected on the surface to be exposed become non-symmetrical. 

Fig. 37 is an optical intensity distribution diagram showing the intensity distribution of light transmitted 
so through a phase shifter step portion parallel with the primary direction. 

The horizontal axis of this diagram shows a distance from the step portion of the phase shifter of the phase 
shift mask, and the horizontal axis shows the optical intensity of exposure light transmitted through the phase 
shift mask. 

This diagram shows a result of calculation provided by a simulation conducted under the condition that 
55 the wavelength of exposure light is 365 nm and the numerical aperture (NA) is 0.54. In the diagram, a solid 
line represents a case of just focus, and a broken line represents a case of 0.75 jam defocus. 

In this case, incident angle 8 of the light which is sent from the disk-shaped light source and incident on 
the phase shift mask through the diaphragm aperture, is determined by the following equation 

8 = sirr 1 (0.6 to 1.0) * (NA) x 1/m 
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where 

NA: numerical aperture of the projection lens, and 
1/m: magnification of reduction projection. 
5 According to this diagram, in the case of just focus, and also in the case of 0.75 urn defocus, the optical 

intensity of the exposure light transmitted through a portion close to a step portion of the phase shifter of the 
phase shift mask is sharply lowered, so that a sharp linear unexposed portion having a very narrow width is 
formed all over the thickness of a commonly used photoregister film, the thickness of which is approximately 
1 um. 

10 Consequently, when a positive type photoregister film is used, a minute linear register pattern can be 

formed, and when this linear register pattern is masked so thatthefilm below the mask is etched and removed, 
a minute linear film can be formed. 

On the contrary, when a negative type photoregister film is used, a register pattern having a linear space 
can be formed. When this register pattern having a linear space is masked so that the film below the mask is 
15 etched and removed, a film having a very minute linear space can be formed. 

Fig. 38 is an optical intensity distribution diagram showing the intensity distribution of light transmitted 
through a phase shifter step portion perpendicular to the primary direction. 

The horizontal and vertical axes are the same as those shown in Fig. 37, and the exposure conditions are 
the same as those shown in Fig. 37. 
20 According to this drawing, in the case of just focus, a sharp decrease of optical intensity shown in Fig. 37 

does not exist in a position close to the step portion of the phase shifter of the phase shift mask. In the case 
of 0.75 pm defocus, the optical intensity is increased to about 1.0, however, an approximately flat optical in- 
tensity distribution can be provided, and a linear unexposed portion is not formed. 

When a positive type photoregister film is used, a register pattern is not left after development 
25 Therefore, when etching is conducted in the manner explained in Fig. 37, the film below the etched portion is 
removed. 

On the contrary, when a negative type photoregister film is used, a register pattern having no openings 
can be formed, so that the lower film can be prevented from being etched. 

As can be seen in Figs. 37 and 38, according to the present invention, the just focus characteristics and 
30 the defocus characteristics expressing the optical intensity distribution in the thickness direction of the register 
film are close to an ideal condition in which the effect of the present invention is clearly provided, and after 
the exposure light has been transmitted through the phase shifter step portion perpendicular to the primary 
direction of the exposure light, interference of the exposure light is prevented. 

As explained above, only when the sectional configuration of exposure light is changed, an unnecessary 
35 unexposed portion generated in the phase shifter step portion can be removed by one exposure operation us- 
ing a sheet of phase-shift mask having no special structure such as a multi-step portion. 

Embodiment 8 

40 Figs. 39(a) and 39(b) are schematic illustrations showing the projection exposure method of the first em- 

bodiment. 

Fig. 39(a) shows an exposure phase shift mask (reticule) used for the projection exposure method of the 
first embodiment, and Fig. 39(b) shows a pattern formed by the projection exposure method of the embodiment 
8. 

45 in these drawings, numeral 211 is a shading film, numeral 212 is a 180° phase shifter, numeral 213 is a 

step portion of X direction, numeral 21 4 is a step portion of Y direction, numeral 21 5 is exposure light, numeral 
216 is a linear pattern, and numeral 217 is a pad. 

As explained in Figs. 35 and 36, when the diaphragm 203 having the aperture 204 is provided to the disk- 
shaped light source 201, the exposure light having an optical intensity distribution extending in the primary 

so direction (X direction) in a section is irradiated on the phase shift mask 205, and the exposure light transmitted 
through this phase shift mask 205 is converged by the projection lens system 207 on the surface 208 to be 
exposed, so that a photoregister f flm coated on this surface is exposed. 

The phase shift mask (Fig. 39(a)) used for the projection exposure method of the first embodiment in- 
cludes: a shading film 211 corresponding to a pad, wherein the shading film 211 is provided on a transparent 

55 base plate; a step portion 213 of X direction parallel with the primary direction (X direction) of the exposure 
light 215; and a rectangular phase shifter212 formed by a step portion 214 of Y direction perpendicular to the 
step portion 213. 

In the pattern (Fig. 39(b)) formed by the projection exposure method of the f irst embodiment shown in 
Fig. 39(a) in which the exposure light 215 and the phase shift mask are utilized, a ve^y narrow linear pattern 
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21 6 is formed by the step portion 213 of X direction of the phase shifter 212, and the exposure light transmitted 
through the step portion 214 of Y direction of the phase shifter 212 is directly sent to the primary direction of 
the exposure light 21 5, so that the phases of exposure light transmitted through this point do not coincide with 
5 each other and the phase shift of 180° is not generated. Therefore, an unexposed portion is not formed, so 
that a linear pattern is not generated. 

When the linear pattern 216 is formed from a conductive coat and a positive process is adopted, this em- 
bodiment can be applied to a case in which an isolated line portion is formed to be used as a minute gate elec- 
trode in an integrated circuit using MOSFET is formed. Also, when a negative process is adopted, this embodi- 
10 ment can be applied to a case in which an opening portion such as a contact hole, is to be formed. 

Figs. 40(a) and 40(b) are schematic views for explaining the effect provided by the first embodiment. 
Fig. 40(a) is a schematic view of the tip portion (the left edge portion of Fig. 39(a)) of a pattern formed by 
a conventional disk-shaped light source, and Fig. 40(b) is a schematic view of the tip portion of a pattern formed 
according to this embodiment. 
is The thickness of an etching register used for the formation of the pattern shown in the photograph was 

about 1 u.m, and the width of the pattern register was about 0.15 |xm. It can be seen that a minute pattern was 
formed all over the step portions of the phase shifter (X and Y directions). 

Fig. 40(b) shows a case in which exposure was carried out by exposure light of which the primary direction 
was X. It can be seen that a pattern including a sharp unexposed portion was formed in the X direction, how- 
20 ever, the pattern was not formed in the Y direction. 

These photographs show an example of the positive process (process to provide a line pattern of the reg- 
ister). Of course, when the negative process is adopted, a space pattern can be provided. 

In this embodiment, a rectangular phase shift has been explained that was formed from the step portion 
213 of the X direction and the step portion 214 of the Y direction perpendicular to the X direction on the basis 
25 of the primary direction (X direction) of the exposure light 215. However, it is not always necessary that the 
step portions of the phase shifter make a right angle with each other. For example, in the step portions of a 
phase shifter that are crossed by an angle 45°, an unexposed portion can be effectively removed. 

Embodiment 9 

30 

Figs. 41(a) and 41(b) are schematic illustrations of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 
Fig. 41(a) is a schematic illustration of a phase shift mask used for the projection exposure method of the 
second embodiment, and Fig. 41(b) is a schematic illustration of a pattern formed by the projection exposure 
method of the second embodiment 
35 In these drawings, numeral 221 is a shading film, numeral 222 is a 180° phase shifter, numeral 223 As a 

step portion of the X direction, numerals 224 and 225 are step portions oblique with respect to the X direction 
by an angle 45°, numeral 226 is a step portion of the Y direction, numeral 227 is exposure light, numeral 228 
is a linear pattern, and numeral 229 is a pad. 

In this embodiment, a photoregister film is exposed with the exposure device explained in Figs. 35 and 
40 36 using the phase-shift mask. 

Fig. 41(a) shows a portion of the phase-shift mask (reticule) used for the projection exposure method of 
the second embodiment. On a transparent base plate, there are provided a shading film 221 corresponding 
to a pad, step portion 223 of the X direction that is a primary direction of exposure light 227, step portion 226 
of the Y direction, and a pentagonal phase shifter 222 formed by the two step portions 224, 225 oblique to 
45 the upper edge of the step portion 226 of the Y direction by an angle 45°. 

Fig. 41(b) shows a pattern formed by the projection exposure method of the second embodiment in which 
the exposure light 227 and the phase-shift mask shown in Fig. 41(a) are used. A minute linear pattern 228 is 
formed by the step portion 223 of the X direction of the phase shifter 222. Rays of light corresponding to the 
two step portions 224 and 225 oblique to the step portion 223 of the X direction of the phase shifter 222 cross 
so the primary direction (the X direction) of the exposure light by an angle 45°, and a ray of light corresponding 
to the step portion 226 of the Y direction crosses the primary direction of the exposure light by an angle 90°, 
so that a phase shift is not caused and the linear pattern is not generated. 

This embodiment can be applied to a case in which a gate electrode is formed in MOSFET by the positive 
process in the same manner as the first embodiment 
55 Also, according to this embodiment an aperture to come into contact with source and drain regions can 

be formed by the negative process in which the phase shifter applied to the formation of gate electrodes is 
used. 

An angle formed between a ray of exposure light incident on the exposure mask and the optical axis will 
be investigated here in each embodiment described above. 
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When the angle 9 formed between the exposure light incident on the exposure mask and the optical axis 
is smalt, it is natural in principle that the effect to erase an unexposed portion generated by the unnecessary 
step portion of the shifter is reduced, and when the angle 8 is large, the effect to erase the exposure pattern 
5 of the unnecessary step portion is large. 

However, when 9 is increased, the resolution of the exposure pattern is deteriorated. 
According to the experiments made by the inventors, the following effects have been observed: 
When exposure light is used having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction includ- 
ed in a range of 0 with respect to the optical axis, even when the photoregister film is thick and the exposure 
10 amount is small, an unnecessary unexposed portion can be effectively erased while the resolution is main- 
tained high, wherein 0 is determined by the following equation. 

9 = sin- 1 (0.4 to 1.0) x (NA) x 1/m 
NA: numerical aperture of the projection lens 
1/m: magnification of reduction projection 
15 On the assumption that the numerical aperture (NA) of the projection lens is 0.54 and the magnification 

"m" of reduction projection is 5, this angle 9 is expressed as follows: 0 = sin-'O^ to sirr 1 0.1 1 , that is, 0 is about 
2° to 6°. 

Embodiment 10 

20 

In each embodiment described above, a case is explained in which a minute linear pattern, for example, 
a gate electrode is formed by the step portion of the phase shifter. 

However, in the case where a phase shift mask (reticule) is formed by forming the phase shifter after the 
shading pattern corresponding to the pad has been formed from a shading film made of chrome on the trans- 
25 parent base plate, there is a possibility that a positional slippage is caused between a shading pattern formed 
before and a phase shifter formed after. 

Therefore, the following method can be considered: 

A minute linear pattern is formed concurrently with other shading patterns, and a phase shifter is formed 
so that the step portion can be disposed on this minute linear pattern. In this way, an unexposed pattern is 
30 formed by the minute linear pattern in an accurate position although the unexposed pattern is not sharp. A 
sharp unexposed portion is formed by the step portion of the phase shifter. An accurate unexposed portion 
is formed at an accurate position by the unexposed portions of the two. 

Fig. 42 is a schematic illustration of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 10. 
This drawings shows a portion of the exposure mask (reticule). Numeral 231 is a shading pattern cor re - 
35 sponding to a pad, numeral 232 is a minute linear shading pattern, numeral 233 is a phase shifter, numeral 
234 is a step portion of the X direction, and numeral 235 is a step portion of the Y direction. 

in this embodiment, the shading pattern 231 corresponding to a pad and the minute linear shading pattern 
232 are provided by a vapor-deposition film made of chrome and the like. On the shading pattern 231 and the 
linear shading pattern 232, the phase shifter 233 is formed so that the step portion 234 of the X direction can 
40 be disposed on the linear shading pattern 232. 

According to this embodiment, even when the linear pattern 232, the dimensions of which are 0.2 x (X7NA) 
x m (the dimensions on the mask, X: wavelength of exposure light) exists on the step portion 234 of the X 
direction of the phase shifter, no problems are caused in the generation of a sharp unexposed portion gener- 
ated by the step portion 234 of he phase shifter 233. Accordingly, a positional slippage caused when the phase 
45 shifter 233 is formed can be allowed in the aforementioned allowable range. 

Embodiment 11 

When the diaphragm having an aperture disposed below the disk-shaped light source is appropriately ro- 
so tated so that the primary direction of exposure light is changed in the projection exposure method another 
embodiment can be considered. 

Figs. 43(a) to 43(c) are schematic illustrations of the projection exposure method of the embodiment 11. 

Fig. 43(a) shows a phase shift mask provided with a rectangular phase shifter. Fig. 43(b) shows a linear 
exposure pattern in the case where the primary direction of exposure light is in the X direction (the lateral di- 
ss rection in the drawing). Fig. 43(c) show s linear exposure pattern in the case where the primary direction of 
exposure light is perpendicular to the X direction. 

In this drawing, numeral 241 is a phase shifter, numeral 242 is an exposure pattern of the X direction, and 
numeral 243 is an exposure pattern of the Y direction. 

In this embodiment, first, the exposure light, the primary direction of which is X, is irradiated on the phase 
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shift mask having a plurality of rectangular phase shifters, so that a large number of linear patterns of the X 
direction composed of a sharp unexposed portion are formed by the step portion of the X direction of the phase 
shifter on the surface to be exposed. 

5 After that the primary direction of exposure light is rotated by an angle 90°, and another surface to be 

exposed is exposed with this phase shift mask, so that a plurality of linear unexposed patterns of the Y direction 
are formed by the step portion of the Y direction of the phase shifter. 

According to this embodiment, when a sheet of phase shift mask having a phase shifter is used, an un- 
exposed portion pattern can be formed correspondingly to the configurations of the step portions of the phase 

10 shifter of each direction that are perpendicular to each other. 

In this embodiment, a rectangular phase shifter having the step portions perpendicular to each other is 
explained. However, the same effect as that of this embodiment can be provided when the phase shifter is 
formed into an arbitrary polygon or a phase shifter surrounded by a curve having a gentle radius of curvature 
is formed and the exposure light is rotated by an angle in accordance with the configuration of the step portion 

is of the phase shifter. 

The explanation of each embodiment described above is limited to a case in which a phase shift mask is 
used. However, the principle of the present invention can be applied to an exposure mask formed of a shading 
film not having a phase shifter. 

20 Embodiment 12 

Fig. 44 is a schematic illustration of an exposure mask used for the projection exposure method of the 
embodiment 12. 

In this drawing, numeral 251 is a line and space shading pattern of the X direction, numeral 252 is a line 
25 and space pattern of the Y direction, and numeral 253 is exposure light 

In this embodiment, a photoregister film is exposed with the exposure device explained in Figs. 35 and 
36 using an exposure mask. 

Fig. 44 shows a portion of the exposure mask (reticule) used for the projection exposure method of the 
fifth embodiment When the primary direction of the exposure light 253 is defined as X, the line and space 
30 shading pattern 251 of the X direction and the line and space shading pattern 252 of the Y direction perpen- 
dicular to the X direction are formed on a transparent base plate. 

According to the projection exposure method of this embodiment, a line and space exposure pattern of 
high resolution is formed on a surface to be exposed by the line and space shading pattern 251 of the X di- 
rection. However, the resolution of a pattern formed by the line and space shading pattern 252 of the Y direction 
35 perpendicular to the X direction is not good, so that a pattern is generated by which half of the exposure light 
is shaded in total. 

Consequently, when the amount of exposure and the progress of development are adjusted, only the line 
and space photoregister pattern of the X direction can be formed. 

On the contrary to the above explanation, when the primary direction of exposure light is Y, only the line 
40 and space photoregister pattern of the Y direction can be formed. 

That is, when the diaphragm 203 having the aperture 204 disposed below the light source 201 shown in 
Figs. 35 and 36 is rotated by 90°, two kinds of exposure patterns can be selectively formed using one sheet 
of exposure mask. 

As explained above, an exposure pattern generated by the edge portion of an unnecessary direction of 
45 the phase shifter can be removed without using a plurality of masks or a multi-stage shifter, so that a highly 
integrated semiconductor device having a minute pattern can be easily manufactured. 

Embodiment 13 

so In order to meet the demand of forming minute patterns, in the conventional exposure technique of pho- 

tolithography, a large convergence lens to converge a ray of light sent from a light source has been used for 
the purpose of improving the resolution. 

However, when the lens size is increased, the focal depth is decreased, so that the accuracy of focal pos- 
ition necessarily becomes severe. Therefore, unless a focusing operation is properly conducted, resolving pow- 
55 er is deteriorated even when the lens size is increased for improving the resolution. 

In order to avoid these problems, for example, attention is given to an oblique incidence illumination method 
disclosed in official gazette of Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2-142111 (1990). 

According to the aforementioned method, a ray of light that is vertically incident on a lens is incident being 
oblique at a predetermined angle, so that focusing is conducted using interference of light 
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However, in the aforementioned conventional method, the same light source is used for any device pat- 
terns without giving attention to the prof He of the light source. Accordingly, the following problems are caused. 
Conventionally, in order to accurately conduct a focusing operation in oblique incidence illumination, the 
5 optical intensity distribution must be uniform. However, the spectral distributions ofmasks differ with the pro- 
files of the masks. For example, the spectral distribution of a pattern shown in Fig. 53(a) is illustrated in Fig. 
54(a), and the spectral distribution of a pattern shown in Fig. 53(b) is illustrated in Fig. 55(a). In this connection, 
in Figs. 54 and 55, F represents a space coordinate of X-axis direction, and G represents a space coordinate 
of Y-axis direction. Figs. 54(b) and 54(c) respectively represent the sections of the X and Y directions in Fig. 
10 54(a), and also Figs. 55(b) and 55(c) represent the sections of the X and Y directions in Fig. 55(a). 

In order to sufficiently obtain the effect of oblique incidence illumination, it is necessary to provide a light 
source profile capable of most excellently reproducing a device pattern. However, the optimization method for 
a light source profile has not been conventionally provided. For example, it is common to conduct illumination 
with a light source, the profile of which is shown in Fig. 56. 
15 The reason why the aforementioned light source has been conventionally used will be described as follows: 

Existence of a light source profile that can most excellently reproduce a device pattern has been known. 
However, the profiles of actual patterns are complicated so that it is difficult to theoretically find the optimal 
light source profile such as a simple pattern (referred to as line and space, hereinafter) composed of simple 
lines disposed at regular intervals. Therefore, it has been actually impossible to find the optimal light source 
20 profile for an actual pattern. 

In Figs. 57 and 58, pattern images are shown that can be obtained when two different types of patterns 
are irradiated by the light source shown in Figs. 56(a)-56(f) while the focusing position is being changed. In 
the drawing, Fig. 56(a) shows a pattern image in the case of DF = 0, Fig. 56(b) shows a pattern image in the 
case of DF - 0.25, Fig. 56(c) shows a pattern image in the case of DF = 0.5, Fig. 56(d) shows a pattern image 
in the case of DF = 0.75, Fig. 56(e) shows a pattern image in the case of DF = 1.0, Fig. 56(0 shows a pattern 
image in the case of DF = 1 .25. 

As can be seen in Figs. 57 and 58, in the case of the conventional light source profile, when the DF value 
exceeds DF = 0.5, the obtained pattern images are far different from the original image (DF = 0). Therefore, 
the effect of oblique incidence can not be sufficiently exerted under this condition. 
30 in order to accomplish the optimization method for a light source profile, as shown in Fig. 45, embodiments 

of the present invention may provide an optimization method for a light source profile in the following manner 
a light source surface having a predetermined irradiation area is divided into predetermined blocks; a 
point light source corresponding to each divided block is assumed to be a processing element of optimization 
processing; the processing element is made to be binary information; and a value of the processing element 
is varied by the number of the blocks in accordance with the conditions of a device profile, mask profile, optical 
parameter and optimization parameter until a predetermined evaluation judgement condition can be satisfied. 

In this case, the following methods are effectively used for the optimization combination processing: a 
simulated annealing method; and a method in which the optimization combination processing is carried out in 
such a manner that optical intensity is calculated for each pair of point light sources symmetrical with respect 
to the optical axis; the pair of point light sources are successively adopted from the one, the focal depth of 
which is largest, until a predetermined illumination can be provided. 

According to the present embodiment the optimization processing for a light source profile is conducted 
in an actual pattern by the optimization combination processing until a predetermined evaluation judgement 
condition is satisfied, so that the optimal light source profile can be obtained in accordance with a device oat- 
45 tern. 

That is. when the light source profile is optimized, the effect of oblique incidence illumination can be fully 
exerted. 

With reference to the drawings, the present embodiment will be explained as follows. 
Fig. 46 is a view showing an embodiment of the optimization method of a light source profile according to 
so the present invention, and it is a flow chart showing an outiine of the processing. 

First, with reference to Fig. 46, an outline of the entire processing will be explained. 
First, in the present embodiment, a mask pattern profile to be transferred, a register pattern profile to be 
formed, conditions (NA, X % and a) of the optical system such as a stepper, and a threshold value to calculate 
teaching data, are inputted (S1), and a sampling point (refer to "equation 1') to evaluate a light source is gen- 
55 erated on the wafer surface (S2). 

X = {x1,x2 xj 

Next, ideal optical intensity data is registered as teaching data (refer to 'equation 2") for each sampling 
point (S3). * 

K(X) = {k(x1),k(x2) k( Xr J} 
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Then, the light source surface having a predetermined illumination area is divided into elements for each 
predetermined block as a fly-eye lens, and a combination (refer to "equation 3") is selected as a binary element 
of on and off (S4). 

5 S = Is1,s2 s n t 

After the combination has been selected by means of element division, optical intensity distribution l(X) 
in the case of transfer of the mask is calculated, and evaluation function H of the light source is found (S5). In 
this connection, H(X, S) is calculated in the following manner a difference between ideal optical intensity at 
each point of X and actual optical intensity is multiplied by a predetermined constant that is a weight; and all 
10 calculated differences are added. 

After processing S4 and processing S5 have been carried out, a combination S in which evaluation function 
becomes minimum is found, and processing is completed (S6). 

In this embodiment, the simulated annealing method (referred to as an SA method, hereinafter), which is 
one of the combination optimization methods, is applied to the optimization processing for a light source profile. 
15 The SA method is defined as a method to which the Monte Carlo Method (Metropolis Method) is applied 

for solving the optimization problems. It is not an algorithm to solve a specific problem, but it is a system to 
effectively find an optimal solution. 

In an optimization problem in which a solution is improved on the basis of an evaluation function, the con- 
ventional algorithm only conducts processing in a direction in which the evaluation function is improved. There- 
20 fore, once the solution has reached a local minimum value, another better solution can not be found even when 
it exists. However, in the case of the SA method, under a certain condition, even when the evaluation function 
is deteriorated, the processing advances under the same condition. Accordingly, there is a high possibility to 
find a better solution that can not be obtained by the conventional algorithm. 

That is, in the case of the SA method, a stochastic approach is adopted for the exchange of conditions. 
25 For that reason, relatively, the obtained solution is less susceptible to a local solution, and a stable solution 
can be found irrespective of the initial condition. 

Specifically, in the SA method, a cost function of the system is given, and a vector variable X is found so 
that the cost function can be minimum. In this case, X is assumed to be an arrangement of fly eyes, and cost 
function H(X) is determined by the grade of difference between an actual optical intensity distribution when X 
30 is in a certain condition, and an ideal optical intensity distribution, and then the calculation is conducted by 
the SA method so that cost function H(X) can be reduced. In this manner, a fly eye arrangement closest to 
the ideal optical intensity distribution can be found. * 
The processing conducted by this SA method will be explained by reference to Fig. 47. 
In Fig. 47, the SA method is shown by an algorithm in which annealing of metal is adopted as a model. 
35 When temperature parameter T is given to the system and annealing is gently conducted from a high temper- 
ature, the minimum energy condition is found. 

That is, a property is given in which energy is either decreased or increased when the temperature is high, 
and energy is only decreased when the temperature is low. Then, the temperature is gently lowered from a 
high temperature condition. Under the aforementioned condition, when an equilibrium is found at each tem- 
40 perature, a condition in which the energy of the system can be minimized is given when the temperature is 
sufficiently low. 

In this case, energy is an evaluation function, and the evaluation function is obtained when a difference 
between actual and ideal values is multiplied by a weight. Therefore, in this case, high energy represents a 
bad condition, and the condition represents a combination of light source profiles. 
45 Accordingly, in this embodiment, when the present light source profile is So, the evaluation function is H 0 

and the next light source profile is S+, and the evaluation function is K. In accordance with a relation between 
evaluation functions H 0 and H+, evaluation is conducted, so that a light source profile is found in which the mini- 
mum evaluation is provided. 

In Fig. 47, primary processing of this embodiment is shown. 
50 First, evaluation function H+ is found by the aforementioned processing S4 and processing S5, and a dif- 

ference (refer to "equation 4") between evaluation functions H 0 and H+ is found (S11). 

AH = H+ - Hq 

Next, temperature parameter T and uniform random numbers of 0 < r < 1 are defined, and it is judged wheth- 
er they satisfy "equation 5" or not (S 12). In this case where they satisfy "equation 5", evaluation function H+ 
is made to be H 0 , and light source profile S+ is made to be So, so that the condition transits (S13). 

exp(-4*)>r 

When an equilibrium is attained in this condition, temperature parameter T is reduced (S 14, S 15), and 
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then ft is judged whether the temperature is sufficiently low or not. When it has been judged that the temper- 
ature is low, the processing is completed (S 16). 

° n the ° the [ hand ' the case where lhe equilibrium is not attained or the temperature is still high, the 

program returns to the aforementioned S 11 and repeated. 

The light source profile obtained by the aforementioned processing is most effective for the mask profile 
For example, for the pattern shown in Fig. 57. which shows a conventional example, the light source profile 
shown .n F,g. 48 is obtained, and for the pattern shown in Fig. 58. which shows a conventional example, the 
light source profile shown in Fig. 49 is obtained. 

th. | F m 50 Sh0W ! 3 Pane l" ima9e ° btained When the same pattern as that shown "» R9- 57 is irradiated with 
the light source shown in Rg. 48. Fig. 51 shows a pattern image obtained when the same pattern as that shown 
in Fig. 58 is irradiated with the light source shown in Fig. 49. 

hn dim S «,nt h °c Wn J n Fi9 , S ' f f^.l 1 '? Pattem imaQe irradialed with light source profile optimized by this em- 

« r^T~H T*l 9 a ' thfUl Wtth reSP6Ct t0 a " ° ri9inal ima 9 e < DF = °> in a ««• Posi^n as 

15 compared with the conventional examples shown in Figs. 57 and 58. 

Fig. 52 is a view showing another embodiment (Embodiment 14) of the optimization method for a light 
source profde according to the present invention. It is a flow chart showing the primary processing 
In this embodiment, the following problems of the SA method shown in Fig 47 are solved- 
(1) It takes time to calculate. 
20 (2) It is complicated and difficult to designate the parameters. 

In the SAmethod, the profile of a light source is expressed in the form of combination of light source pixels 
and the opbma combination Is found. In the case of a usual optical exposure device, image formation is at- 
tained by partial coherent light Therefore, it can be considered that the images formed by light source pixels 
of each light source do not interfere with each other. 

* „ A ?!!? in9ly ' a " approximate solutfon of the optimal light source can be found when the divided elements 
of the hght source are selected symmetrically with respect to the optical axis, each pair of light sources are 
evaluated, and light sources, the number of which is appropriate for providing illumination necessary for ex- 
posure, are adopted. 

That is, in this embodiment, a pair of light sources symmetrical with respect to the optical axis are defined 
as a unrt. and each optical intensity distribution is found, and then pairs of light sources are adopted until a 
predeterrnmed illumination can be provided, wherein the adoption is made in the order of strength against de- 
focus such that a pair of light sources stronger against defocus are adopted first 

In this case, whether or not a pair of light sources are strong against defocus is judged by collapse of a 
pattern in simulation. 

In accordance with Fig. 52, the procedure will be explained as follows. 

First, evaluation function H is found by processes S4 and S5 described above. Processing (S 21) to store 
this evaluation function H is conducted on all the light sources (S 22). 

In accordance with stored data for each light source, light sources are adopted in the following manner a 
hght source that is strongest against defocus and forms an optical intensity distribution closest to teaching data 
d.stnbubon « adopted first; and then light sources are successively adopted until the illumination becomes a 
value a (S 23). 

According to the above processing, the optimal light source profile can be effectively found, so that the 
calculation tame can be greatly reduced as compared with the example according to the aforementioned SA 

method. 

As a result a profile that can be easily realized is obtained. When a light source suitable for a pattern profile 
is used the resolution and focal depth can be improved. As explained above, according to this embodiment 
the optimizabon of a light source profile for an actual pattern, which has been conventionally assumed to be 
difficult can be realized by means of the optimization combination processing, so that the optimal light source 
pattern can be provided in accordance with a device pattern. 

Consequently, the effect of oblique incidence illumination can be effectively exerted, and the invention 
can contnbute to improvement in photolithographic technology. 

According to the present embodiment the optimization of a light source profile for an actual pattern, which 
has been conventionally assumed to be difficult, can be realized by means of the optimization combination 
processing in which the optimization is conducted until a predetermined evaluation judgement condition is sat- 
isfied. Therefore, the optical light source pattern can be provided in accordance with a device pattern 

Accordingly, the effect of oblique incidence illumination can be sufficiently exerted, and the accuracy of 
precise processing of photolithography can be improved. 
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Embodiment 15 

Before the embodiment 14 of the present invention is explained, exposure technique such as phase shift 
5 mask and oblique incidence illumination will be explained in which the phase difference is used. 

Fig. 63(a) is schematic of a phase shift mask. A shading metallic film 323 made of chrome is selectively 
provided on the surface of a transparent base plate 322 made of quartz, so that apertures are determined. In 
one of the adjoining apertures, a phase shifter 324 made of a Si0 2 film is formed. 

Thickness of the phase shifter 324 is selected so that the phase of light passing through the phase shifter 
10 can be delayed with respect to the phase of light passing through an aperture having no phase shifter. For 
example, the thickness of the phase shifter 324 is selected so that a phase difference of half wavelength can 
be generated. 

Consequently, concerning rays of light 321a and 321b that have passed through the adjoining aperture, 
a phase of the ray of light 321a that has passed through the aperture having no phase shifter advances by a 

15 half wavelength as compared with a phase of the ray of light 321 b that has passed through the aperture having 
a phase shifter. The aforementioned waves of reverse phase are canceled with each other when interference 
is caused, so that the optical intensity is reduced. 

Fig. 63(b) is a schematic illustration for explaining oblique incidence illumination. The shading metallic film 
323 made of chrome is selectively provided on the surface of the transparent base plate 322 made of quartz 

20 so that adjoining apertures are determined. 

Rays of light 321a and 321b are irradiated to the adjoining apertures in an oblique direction. Study is made 
at a point of time when the rays of light have passed through the mask. Since the ray of light 321 b has passed 
through a longer optical path than that of the ray of light 321a, the phase of the ray of light 321 b is delayed 
as compared with that of the ray of light 321a. In the case where the phase difference is selected to be a half 

25 wavelength, the optical intensity is reduced when interference is caused between these two rays of light in 
the centers of the two apertures and on the normal line of the base plate. 

Fig. 63(c) is a schematic illustration showing a change of the amplitude of light in the case where the two 
rays of light of reverse phase interfere with each other. When a ray of tight having an amplitude shown by curve 
"a" interferes with a ray of light of reverse phase shown by curve "b", an amplitude of light shown by curve V 

30 can be obtained. In this case, in a region where the two rays of light are superimposed, the amplitude is reduced 
because the phases of the rays of light are reverse to each other. 

Fig. 63(d) shows an optical intensity distribution in the case where the aforementioned interference has 
occurred. Rays of light of reverse phase that have been spread by diffraction, are superimposed in the end 
portions between the rays, so that the amplitude is reduced. Accordingly, the optical intensity is also reduced. 

35 As described above, when two rays of light having a phase difference interfere with each other, the width of 
distribution of light that has been spread by diffraction can be restricted. 

Fig. 64 is a schematic illustration for explaining the function of a phase shift mask. Rays of light 325 and 
326 are incident on the mask and emergent from the phase shifter. A phase difference corresponding to a half 
wavelength is caused between the emergent rays of light 325c and 326c, for example, the ray of light 326c 

40 has a phase difference corresponding to a half wavelength with respect to another ray of light 325c. The in- 
tensity of light of reverse phase is reduced in accordance with the amplitude when interference is caused. 

In order to form an image on a projection surface, it is necessary that at least two rays of diffraction light 
325a and 326a of the -1 order generated from two rays of light 325 and 326, interfere with two rays of diffraction 
light of the first order on the projection surface. 

45 A direction in which diffraction light of the -1 order is generated with respect to pitch "p" of two rays of light 

325 and 326 is studied here. An optical path difference between the rays of light 326a and 325a is p-sin 0 as 
shown on the right of Fig. 64(a). With respect to diffraction light of the -1 order, the optical path difference is 
the same. 

When pitch "p" is large, diffraction light of multi-order is incident on the projection lens, however, as pitch 
so "p" is decreased, the number of the order of the light incident on the projection lens is lowered. Consequently, 
in the case where a high resolution is required, behaviors of rays of light of the 0 and first orders are important. 

In the phase shift mask, a phase shifter is formed in one of the adjoining apertures, so that the phase of 
emergent light is different by angle Consequently, diffraction light of the ±1 order is generated in a direction 
in which p-sin 0 becomes equal to it. Angle 6 in which diffraction light of the first order is generated becomes 
55 larger as pitch "p" is reduced. 

Fig. 64(b) is schematic of an image formation system in the case where the aforementioned phase shift 
mask is used. 

A ray of light sent from a light source is projected onto a phase shift mask 332 through a condenser lens 
331. At this time, a central ray of light 334 of the luminous flux is irradiated vertically to the phase shift mask 
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332. 

The ray of light that has passed throug h the phase shift mask 332 becomes two luminous fluxes of opposite 
phase, and the ray of light 335 of the 0 order that advances straight is canceled by interference. When the 
5 optical intensities of both luminous fluxes are approximately the same, the entire optical intensity is approxi- 
mately extinguished, so that the ray of light is mainly composed of the ray of light 336 of the -1 order and the 
ray of light 337 of the first order. When the two rays of light 336 and 337 are irradiated on the projection surface 
with the projection lens 333, an image is formed. 

Figs. 65(a) and 65(b) are schematic illustrations for explaining oblique incidence illumination exposure. Fig. 
10 65(a) is schematic of a behavior of light in oblique incidence illumination exposure. A diaphragm plate 340 hav- 
ing an aperture portion divided into two is disposed below the condenser lens 341. 

A ray of light incident on the condenser lens 341 passes through the aperture of the diaphragm plate 340, 
and only the light that has passed through the aperture is projected onto the mask 342. Therefore, the ray of 
light 344 incident on the mask 342 is oblique to the mask 342 by angle 0. 
15 When the ray of light oblique to a normal line is incident on the adjoining apertures as described above, 

a phase difference is caused between the adjoining apertures as explained in relation to Fig. 63(b). A ray of 
light advancing in a direction of the normal line of the base plate is canceled by interference, and as diffraction 
light, a ray light 345 of the 0 order that advances straight, a ray of light 346 of the -1 order and a ray of light 
347 of the first order are generated. Under the condition shown in the drawing, the ray of light 345 of the 0 
20 order and the ray of light 347 of the first order are collected by the projection lens 343 and irradiated onto the 
projection surface. 

As pitch "p" between the adjoining apertures on the mask 342 is reduced, an angle formed between the 
ray of light 45 of the 0 order and the ray of light 347 of the first order is increased. Therefore, in order to collect 
these rays of light, it is necessary to use a projection lens 343 having a large numerical aperture. 
25 Fig. 65(b) is a schematic illustration for explaining an optical system of oblique incidence illumination ex- 

posure. 

A condenser lens 34 1 , mask 342 and production lens 343 are disposed on the optical axis. An angle formed 
between a ray of light obliquely incident on the mask 342 from the condenser lens 341 and the optical axis is 
represented by angle 6,. An angle formed between a ray of light emitted from the mask 342 that passes through 
30 the outermost portion of the projection lens 343 and the optical axis, is represented by angle 0 2 . 

An angle formed between the optical axis and a ray of light that has passed through the outermost portion 
of the projection lens 343 and advances on the projection surface, is represented by angle 0 3 . 
where 

a = sin G^sin 9 2 
35 sin 0 2 = NA/m 

NA = sin 0 3 

In this case, NA is a numerical aperture, and 1/m is a reduction ratio. 
At this time, the following equation is satisfied. 

sin 0! = CT-sin 0 2 = a(NA/m) 
40 The above equation can be rewritten as follows. 

0, = sin-i{o.(NA/m)} 

The maximum angle of angle 0 1 formed by a ray of light incident on the mask 342 is expressed as follows. 

0! = 0 2 

In this case, a - 1. 

45 In the case of oblique incidence illumination exposure, a ray of light advancing along the optical axis is 

the cause of deterioration of the resolution. Therefore, it is desired to increase angle 0 n of incident light to a 
certain extent 

For example, it is desirable that the following inequality is satisfied. 

0.4 ^ cr ^ 1 

so Figs. 66(a) and 66(b) are schematic illustrations for explaining a difference of image forming ability caused 

by polarization. In this case, a parallel pattern of line and space is formed on the mask. 

Fig. 66(a) is a view for explaining a case in which polarized light parallel with a pattern direction of line and 
space is used for image formation. 

Assume that a pattern of line and space is formed on the mask 307 in a direction vertical to the surface 
55 of the drawing. Assume the linearly polarized light which has been polarized in a direction vertical to the surface 
of the drawing is vertically incident on the mask 307. That is, the direction of polarization and that of the pattern 
are parallel with each other. 

After the ray of light has passed through the mask 307, diffraction light 315 of the -1 order and diffraction 
light 316 of the first order are generated as shown in the drawing, and collected by the projection lens 308, 
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and the collected light is incident on an exposure surface such as a wafer 309. At this time, the direction of 
polarization is always vertical to the surface of the drawing, and the direction of polarization of diffraction light 
315 of the -1 order and that of diffraction light 316 of the first order are the same. Accordingly, diffraction light 
5 315 of the -1 order and diffraction light 316 of the first order interfere with each other on the wafer 309, and 
an image is formed. 

Fig. 66(b) shows a behavior of light in the case where the direction of line and space pattern is vertical to 
the direction of polarization. In the same manner as a case shown in Fig. 66(a), the mask 307 is provided with 
a line and space pattern in a direction vertical to the surface of the drawing. Linearly polarized light having 
10 the polarization direction of the surface of the drawing is vertically incident on the mask 307. 

The polarization direction of diffraction light 315 of the -1 order and that of diffraction light 316 of the first 
order are on the surface of the drawing after the light has passed through the mask 307, and the polarization 
direction is vertical to the advancing direction of light The polarization direction of light collected by the pro- 
jection lens 308 and irradiated on the wafer 309 is also vertical to the advancing direction of light and on the 
15 surface of t he d rawing . 

As can be seen from the drawing, when an angle formed between diffraction light 31 5 of the -1 order and 
diffraction light 316 of the first order is increased, the polarization directions cross each other, so that the de- 
gree of interference between diffraction light 315 of the -1 order and diffraction light 316 of the first order is 
reduced. 

20 If diffraction light 315 of the -1 order and diffraction light 316 of the first order make a right angle with each 

other, interference is not caused at all. That is, these two rays of diffraction light form no image and become 
noise components. 

According to the study described above, the present embodiment provides an exposure method in which 
only rays of light are used that can effectively cause interference on the image forming surface. 
25 Fig. 59 is a schematic illustration for explaining an exposure method according to the embodiment 15 of 

the present invention. Numeral 301 is, for example, an extra-high voltage mercury lamp. A reflecting mirror 
302 is disposed above the light source 301, so that the light emitted upward is reflected downward. 

A fly eye lens is disposed below the light source 301 so that the incident light is uniformly irradiated on a 
mask 307. A polarizing plate 304 is disposed between the fly eye lens 303 and the mask 307. The polarizing 
30 plate 304 is provided with a sufficient polarizing capacity for a wavelength of light to be used. 

The mask 307 is composed, for example, in such a manner that a phase shifter is provided on a quartz 
glass plate. In this case, a region in which the optical intensity is reduced by interference is generated along 
the periphery of the phase shifter. Moreover, a chromic film to determine an aperture through which light is 
transmitted may be formed. In this connection, a projection lens 308 is disposed below the mask 307, and fo- 
35 cuses the incident light on the wafer 309. 

As shown in the drawing, a pattern in which a profile long in the Ydirection is repeatedly formed is provided 
on the mask 307. In this case, polarization direction P of the polarizing plate 304 is set in the Y direction so 
that it can be parallel with the pattern direction on the mask 307. Consequently, a ray of light that has passed 
through the polarizing plate 304 is polarized in the Y direction as shown in the drawing. 
40 Diffraction light is generated in the light that has passed through the pattern on the mask 307, and the 

diffraction light is collected by the projection lens 308 and focused on the wafer 309. At this time, the polarizing 
direction of the light incident on the wafer 309 is oriented in the Y direction, so that the light effectively interferes 
with each other, and an image is formed on the wafer 309. 

Fig. 60 shows a sample pattern of a mask used for an experiment of projection exposure to which polari- 
45 zation is applied. The mask pattern is composed of a line and space pattern 312 long in the Y direction, and 
a line and space pattern 314 long in the X direction. In this case, the patterns 312 and 314 were made of only 
a phase shifter of Si0 2 provided on a quartz glass plate. 

The optical conditions of the exposure system were as follows: exposure wavelength = 365 nm (i ray), NA 
= 0.54, and a = 0.5. Reduction ratio 1/m was set at 1/5, and a plurality of mask patterns of different pitch were 
so made. 

The film thickness of a phase shifter to form the patterns 312 and 314 was about 388 nm. That is, when 
a ray of light passes through the phase shifter, phase difference of % is caused in the light the wavelength of 
which is 365 nm. 

Forthe photoregister, a PF115 material (brand name) manufactured by Sumitomo Chemical Co., was used. 
55 Fig. 61 (a) is a schematic view of a register pattern obtained when a sample pattern was exposed with non- 

polarized light according to conventional technique. Fig. 61 (b) is a schematic view of a register pattern obtained 
when a sample pattern was exposed with polarized light in the Y direction. 

According to the result of image formation of the pattern in which the phase shifters of 2 uin width on the 
mask (0.4 urn width on the wafer) were disposed at pitch of 4 urn. sufficient resolution was not provided by 
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the conventional technique irrespective of the pattern direction. 

On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 61(b), in the exposure in which polarized light in the Y direction was 
used, sufficient resolution was provided to the pattern that is long in the Y direction. However, the resolution 
of the pattern 314 that is long in the X direction is lower than that of the conventional technique. 

As can be seen from the results shown in Figs. 61(a) and 61(b), when the polarizing direction is selected 
in accordance with the pattern direction, the resolution can be improved. 

Accordingly, in the case where a pattern to be exposed is oriented in one direction, high resolution can be 
provided when linearly polarized light in the pattern direction is used. For example, it can be applied to the 
exposure of an electrode of an SAW f flter and also applied to the exposure of a diffraction grating. 

When a pattern of the X direction and that of the Y direction are mixed in a pattern to be exposed the 
pattern to be exposed is divided into two, and one of them may be selected in accordance with the polarized 
direction. 

Fig. 62 is a view for explaining projection exposure of the embodiment 16 of the present invention. For 
this embodiment, oblique incidence illumination exposure is used. A light source 301, reflecting mirror 302 fly 
eye lens 303, mask 307, projection lens 308 and wafer 309 are the same as those explained in the embodiment 
shown in Fig. 59. 

Between the fly eye lens 303 and the mask 307, is provided a diaphragm plate 305 having apertures dis- 
posed symmetrically with respect to an optical axis. The diaphragm plate 305 is made of, for example an alu- 
minum plate. A polarizing plate 306 is disposed in the aperture of the diaphragm plate 305. Accordingly, a ray 
of light emitted from the light source 301 passes through the fly eye lens 303 and is transmitted through the 
polanzing plate 306 in the aperture of the diaphragm plate 306, and then the ray of light reaches the mask 

In the case where the pattern on the mask 307 is long in the Y direction, the apertures of the diaphragm 
plate 305 that are opposed to each other are arranged in the X direction, so that the polarizing direction of 
the polarizing plate is set in the Y direction. As a result of the foregoing, the ray of light that has passed through 
the mask 307 having the pattern of the Y direction reaches an image formation surface while the polarizing 
direction is maintained in the Y direction, and image formation is effectively conducted. 

It is preferable that an oblique incidence angle of a ray of light incident on the mask is in the following 
range. 

6! = sirr*{(0.4to 1.0) x (NA/m)} 

The present invention has been explained above with reference to the embodiments, however, it should 
be understood that the present invention is not limited to the specific embodiments. For example, in the struc- 
ture shown in Fig. 62, the diaphragm plate 305 and the polarizing plate 306 may be separate bodies. Moreover, 
the profile of the opposed apertures may be formed rectangular of into other shapes. 

Moreover, it is possible to provide the mask with polarization effects. It will be clear for a person with or- 
dinary skill in the art that variations, improvements and combinations can be made in the present invention. 

When projection exposure is conducted with linearly polarized light that is oriented in the mask direction, 
the resolution can be improved. 



Claims 
1. 



An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed of a light 
source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein 
said optical exposure method uses a ray of linear light for illumination that is parallel with a photomask 
pattern in a position separate from an optical axis of said optical exposure device when said photomask 
pattern is a line and space pattern. 

2. The optical exposure method according to claim 1 , wherein said ray of light is oblique by an angle * with 
respect to an optical axis in a position on said photomask, and an equation 2p sin <J> = X is satisfied, where 
p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern on the projection surface, and X is a wavelength of light 

3. An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an optical exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed 
of a light source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection 

. lens, wherein said optical exposure method uses two rays of linear light for illumination that are parallel 
with a photomask pattern, said two rays of linear light being symmetrical with respect to an optical axis 
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of said exposure device when said photomask pattern is a line and space pattern. 

4. The optical exposure method according to claim 3, wherein said ray of light is oblique by an angle 4> with 
respect to an optical axis in a position on said photomask, and an equation 2p-sin <t> = X is satisfied, where 
p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern on the projection surface, and X is a wavelength of light. 

5. An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed of a light 
source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein 
said optical exposure method uses a ray of first linear light for illumination that is parallel with a first pattern 
portion in a position separate from the optical axis of said exposure system, said optical exposure method 
also uses a ray of second linear light for illumination that is parallel with a second pattern portion in a pos- 
ition separate from the optical axis of said exposure system, when the first pattern portion of line and space 
and the second pattern portion of similar line and space make a right angle with each other on said pho- 
tomask pattern. 

6. The optical exposure method according to claim 5, wherein said first linear light and said second linear 
light are oblique by an angle $ with respect to an optical axis in a position on said photomask, and an equa- 
tion 2psin * = X is satisfied, where p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern on the projection sur- 
face, and X is a wavelength of light. 

7. An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed of a light 
source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein 
said optical exposure method uses two rays of first linear light for illumination that are parallel with a first 
pattern portion, said two rays of first linear light being symmetrical with respect to the optical axis of said 
exposure device, said optical exposure method also uses two rays of second linear light for illumination 
that are parallel with a second pattern portion, said two rays of second linear light being symmetrical with 
respect to the optical axis of said exposure device, when the first pattern portion of line and space and 
the second pattern portion of similar line and space make a right angle with each other in said photomask 
pattern. 

8. The optical exposure method according to claim 7, wherein said first linear light and said second linear 
light are oblique by an angle $ with respect to an optical axis in a position on said photomask, and an equa- 
tion 2psin 4> = X is satisfied, where p is a setting pitch of the line and space pattern on the projection sur- 
face, and X is a wavelength of light. 

9. An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed of a light 
source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein 
said optical exposure method uses a ray of first block light for illumination that is parallel with the bottom 
surface of a triangular wave in a position separate from an optical axis of said exposure device, and said 
optical exposure method also uses a ray of second block light for illumination that is perpendicular to the 
bottom surface of said triangular wave, when said photomask pattern is a line and space pattern of a tri- 
angular shape of which the bottom angle is <t>. 

10. The optical exposure method according to claim 9, wherein said optical exposure method is characterized 
in that: said first block light is oblique by an angle $ K with respect to the optical axis in a position on said 
photomask, an equation 2p*sin ^ = Xs\n 0 being satisfied, where p is a setting pitch of line and space pat- 
tern in a register, and X is a wavelength of light; said second block light is oblique by an angle <t>y with 
respect to the optical axis in a position on said photomask, an equation 2p sin $ y = Xcos 9 being satisfied; 
and a ratio of the illumination area of said first block light to that of the second block light is sin 9:cos e. 

11. An optical exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on a register 
on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system composed of a light 
source, a diaphragm and a condenser lens, and also including a photomask and a projection lens, wherein 
said optical exposure method uses two rays of first block light for illumination that are parallel with the 
bottom surface of a triangular wave, said two rays of first block light being symmetrical with respect to 
the optical axis of said exposure device, and said optical exposure method also uses two rays of second 



25 



EP 0 573 281 A2 



block light for illumination that are perpendicular to the bottom surface of said triangular wave, said two 
rays of second block light being symmetrical wit h respect to said optical axis, when said photomask pattern 
is a line and space pattern of a triangular shape of which the bottom angel is e. 

12. The optical exposure method according to claim 11, wherein said optical exposure method characterized 
in that: said first block light is oblique by an angle ^ with respect to the optical axis in a position on said 
photomask, an equation 2psin <fr x = Xsin 9 being satisfied, where p is a setting pitch of line and space pat- 
tern in a register, and X is a wavelength of light said second block light is oblique by an angle $y with 
respect to the optical axis in a position on said photomask, an equation 2p sin ^ = Xcos 9 being satisfied; 
and a ratio of the illumination area of said first block light to that of the second block light is sin 9:cos 9. 

13. An optical projection exposure method by which a pattern on a photomask is projected and exposed on 
a register on a base plate with an exposure device including a deformation illumination system, a photo- 
mask and a projection lens, wherein a deformation illumination having four components disposed sym- 
metrically with respect to an optical axis is used for said deformation illumination system, and said defor- 
mation illumination is rotated so as to conduct exposure in accordance with a direction of a line of the 
pattern of said photomask. 

14. The optical projection exposure method according to claim 13, wherein said deformation illumination is 
rotated and disposed so that a line to connect two elements located in the shortest distance among four 
elements in said deformation illumination is in parallel or vertical to the line direction of said pattern. 

15. The optical projection exposure method according to claim 13, wherein said deformation illumination is 
rotated and disposed so that a line to connect two elements located in the shortest distance among four 
elements in said deformation illumination is in coincidence with the center line of the line direction of said 
pattern. 

16. A projection exposure method comprising the steps of. irradiating an exposure mask with exposing light 
having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in its section; and projecting the 
light transmitted through said exposure mask on a surface to be exposed, wherein exposure is carried 
out with exposure characteristics relying on a direction of the mask pattern of said exposure mask. 

17. A projection exposure method comprising the steps of: irradiating a phase shift exposure mask with ex- 
posing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in its section; and pro- 
jecting the light transmitted through said phase shift exposure mask on a surface to be exposed, wherein 
exposure is carried out with exposure characteristics relying on a direction of the mask pattern of said 
phase shift exposure mask. 

18. A projection exposure method comprising the steps of. irradiating a phase shift exposure mask with ex- 
posing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in its section; and pro- 
jecting the light transmitted through said phase shift exposure mask on a surface to be exposed, wherein 
exposure is carried out with different exposure characteristics when said phase shift exposure mask pat- 
tern is approximately parallel with a primary direction of the optical intensity distribution of exposure light 
and when said phase shift exposure mask pattern is not parallel with the primary direction of the optical 
intensity distribution of exposure light. 

19. A projection exposure method comprising the steps of: irradiating a phase shift exposure mask with ex- 
posing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in its section; and pro- 
jecting the light transmitted through said phase shift exposure mask on a surface to be exposed, wherein 
exposure is carried out with non-symmetrical exposure characteristics including one direction in which 
an unexposed portion is formed having a sharp decrease of optical intensity generated close to an edge 
portion of the phase shifter of said phase shift exposure mask, and also including the other direction in 
which the unexposed portion is not formed. 

20. A projection exposure method comprising the steps of: irradiating a phase shift exposure mask with ex- 
posing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in its section; and pro- 
jecting the light transmitted through said phase shift exposure mask on a surface to be exposed, wherein 
exposure is carried out with non-symmetrical exposure characteristics including one direction in which 
an unexposed portion is formed having a sharp decrease of optical intensity generated close to an edge 
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portion of the phase shifter of said phase shift exposure mask, and also including the other direction in 
which the unexposed portion is not formed, and a first pattern is formed by a step portion of one direction 
of said phase shifter, and then a second pattern of another direction is formed by a step portion of another 
5 direction of said phase shifter when exposure is carried out whfle the primary direction of exposure light 

is changed. 

21. The projection exposure method according to claim 16, wherein exposure light is used having an optical 
intensity distribution extending in a primary direction in a section included in a range of 9 with respect to 
10 the optical axis wherein 9 is determined by the equation 

8 = sin- 1 (0.4 to 1.0) x (NA) x 1/m (NA: numerical aperture of the projection lens, 1/m: magnification 
of reduction projection). 
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22. The projection exposure method according to claim 16, wherein the step portion of the phase shifter in- 
cludes a linear shading portion, the width of which is not more than 0.2 x (X/NA) x m (X: wavelength of 
exposure light, NA: numerical aperture of the projection lens). 

23. A manufacturing method of semiconductor devices comprising the steps of: irradiating a phase shift ex- 
posure mask with exposing light having an optical intensity distribution extending in a primary direction 
in its section; and projecting the light transmitted through said phase shift exposure mask on a surface 
to be exposed, wherein exposure is carried out with non-symmetrical exposure characteristics including 
one direction in which an unexposed portion is formed having a sharp decrease of optical intensity gen- 
erated close to an edge portion of the phase shifter of said phase shift exposure mask, and also including 
the other direction in which the unexposed portion is not formed, and wherein an aperture such as a con- 
tact hole is formed through a negative process and an isolated line portion to be used as a gate electrode 
or a wiring layer is formed through a positive process. 



24. The semiconductor device manufacturing method according to claim 23, wherein the step portion of the 
phase shifter includes a linear shading portion, the width of which is not more than 0.2 x QJHA) x m (X: 
wavelength of exposure light, NA: numerical aperture of the projection lens). 

30 

25. An optimization method for a light source profile in which optimization combination processing is conduct- 
ed so as to calculate the light source profile in the following manner, a light source surface having a pre- 
determined irradiation area is divided into predetermined blocks; a point light source corresponding to 
each divided block is assumed to be a processing element of optimization processing; said processing 

35 element is made to be binary information; and a value of said processing element is varied by the number 

of the blocks in accordance with the conditions of a device profile, mask profile, optical parameter and 
optimization parameter until a predetermined evaluation judgement condition can be satisfied. 

26. The optimization method for a light source profile according to claim 25, wherein said optimization com- 
40 bination processing is a simulated annealing method. 

27. The optimization method for a light source profile according to claim 25, wherein said optimization com- 
bination processing is carried out in such a manner that: optical intensity is calculated for each pair of 
point light sources symmetrical with respect to an optical axis; said pair of point light sources are succes- 

45 sively adopted from the one, the focal depth of which is largest, until a predetermined illumination can be 

provided. 

28. An optimization method for a light source profile comprising: 

a step in which a light source surface provided with a predetermined irradiation area is divided into 
predetermined blocks, a point light source corresponding to each divided block is assumed to be a proc- 
essing element of optimization processing, said processing element is made to be binary information, the 
conditions of a device profile, mask profile, optical parameter and optimization parameter are given, a sam- 
pling point is generated for evaluating said processing elements, and ideal optical intensity data is regis- 
tered as teaching data for each sampling point; and 

a step in which a combination of said processing elements is selected, an evaluation function of 
the combination is calculated, and a light source profile is calculated by varying the combination of said 
processing elements until said evaluation function satisfies a predetermined evaluation judgement con- 
dition. 
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29. The optimization method for a light source profile according to claim 28, wherein said optimization com- 
bination processing is a simulated annealing method. 

30. The optimization method for a light source profile according to claim 28, wherein said optimization com- 
bination processing is carried out in such a manner that: optical intensity is calculated for each pair of 
point hght sources symmetrical with respect to an optical axis; said pair of point light sources are succes- 
providS ° ne ' fOCa ' dSPth ° f WhiCh iS ' argeSt ' Unt " 3 P redeter ™ed illumination can be 

31 ' wt e J? 0n t0 tran8far 3 Pattern ' in Which a P rofi,e ,on 9 in one di «ction is repeatedly 

formed, with exposure hght linearly polarized in said one direction. 

32. The projection exposure method according to claim 31 . wherein said pattern is a phase shift mask pattern. 

The projection exposure method according to claim 31, wherein said exposure light is projected to said 
pattern on an incident surface including a normal line of said pattern and being vertical to said one direc- 
tion, and the primary direction of said exposure light is oblique on said incident surface. 

^j^T P °^ d r5 e ° 0mprisin 9 a M 9 ht source to emit exposure light, an optical system to irradiate 
^ rtted t fr0m * a " 9ht SOUrce ° nto a pattern ' and a P° larizer disposed in an optical path from said 
light source to said pattern, said polarizer linearly polarizing the light irradiating said pattern. 

I^^^T SXPOS ^ e meth ° d accordin 9 10 daim ^ comprising a diaphragm member disposed in an 
optical path from said light source to said pattern, said diaphragm member including aperture portions 
opposed to each other with respect to an optical axis and restricting an incident angle of light irradiating 
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namefy: 



Claims 1-24; 



2. Claims 25-30: 



Illumination of a mask with at least one 
beam having an elongated cross-section or 
with an elongated array of beams, the 
direction of elongation being chosen according 
to the direction of elongation of elements 
of the mask pattern 

Method of optimising a light source profile 
according to characteristics of the mask 
and optical system 



Claims 31-33: Projection exposure method for forming a 
pattern of elongated elements using light 
which is linearly polarised in the direction 
of the elongation 



4. Claims 34,35: 



Projection exposure method using linearly- 
polarised oblique illumination. 
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